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(Allah will raise up in ranks those who believed among you 

and those who have been given knowledge) 
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IV 
 

Abstract 

 

The scope of the study was in the field of Applied linguistics. The 

problem of the study was that, the researcher noticed during his 

experiences in teaching English literature, most of university students 

who study English do have a problem in reading skills, and when they 

move from semester to another specially at the early level of the college 

they do not improve in reading until they are exposed to different genre 

of literature. The significance of this study is to apply different genres of 

literature to early levels at colleges, which they teach English literature. 

Moreover, students will have a great opportunity to know about other 

culture, as it helps them to avoid possible cultural chock if have an 

opportunity to visit those countries. This study aimed to investigate the 

impact of English literature in promoting students reading 

comprehension, the research realized that teaching literature leads to 

improve reading comprehension and teaching culture of a particular work 

as well, for instance when we teach British literature consequences we 

teach British culture inwardly, which facilitate when students come to 

read and understand why they acted as such, likewise when we teach 

poetry, we teach them the era during the incidence happened, which 

makes the student to read in depth to understand the point behind the 

lines. To set guidelines for importance of teaching literature at the early 

levels, to show the importance of literature in improving reading 

comprehension. The study adopted a descriptive, analytical method. The 

study achieved number of findings; There were statically significant 

similarities that teaching literature promotes reading comprehension as it 

leads to know the culture of a target arts better. Also the curriculum based 

on literature expand the capacity of students in improving reading 

comprehension, expose to the target culture and gaining English language 

afterword. Based on the results, the study recommended that, curricula 

designers, cultured and experts should adopt literature at the basic level to 

improve and promote reading comprehension and language, in addition to 

urgent need for teaching literature to improve the students’ skills, reading, 

culture and language. Also the study suggested carry out further studies 

on investigating English literature cultural impact on teaching reading 

comprehension, on other different genres of literature and to investigate 

the significant role of literature in promoting the students' level in reading 

comprehension and English Language. 
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Abstract 

(Arabic Version) 

 المستخلص
 

. تمثلت مشكلة البحث في ان الباحث قد لاحظ من اللغويات التطبيقيةتناولت الدراسة مجال 
الذين يدرسون اللغه  لجامعيين مجال تدريس اللغه الانجليزيه ان معظم الطلابخلال تجاربه في 

اخرفي سنوات دراستهم  الانجليزيه, لديهم مشكلة في القرأه وعندما ينتقلون من فصل دراسي الي
فأن مستوياتهم في مهاره القرأه لا تتحسن الي بعد ان يدرسوا القدر الكافي من انواع الادب الاوليه 

الانجليزي. نبعت أهمية هذه الدراسة من اهميه تدريس انواع مختلفة من الادب الانجليزي في 
المستويات الاولي من سنوات الدراسة التي تدرس الادب الانجليزي, بالاضافة الي ان الطلاب 
ستتاح لهم فرصة اكبر لمعرفة الثقافات المختلفه التي ستمكنهم ممن تجنب الصدمه الثقافيه 

مله اذا اتيحت لهم الفرصه لزيارة تلك البلدان.هدفت الدراسة لتحقق اثر تدريس الادب المحت
الانجليزي في رفع مستوي القرأه لدي الطلاب, حيث نجد ان الباحث قد لاحظ ان تدريس الادب 
الانجليزي يؤدي الي رفع مستوي الطلاب في القرأه وبالتالي يؤدي الي تدريس ثقافه الادب 

ثلا عندما ندرس الادب البريطاني فالبتالي فاننا ندرس الثقافه البريطانيه بطريقه المستهدف , م
غير مباشره وهذا يسهل علي الطلاب عندما يقرأون ان يستوعبون لماذا يتصرف البريطانيون 
علي هذا النحو, كذلك عندما ندرس الشعر الانجليزي فاننا ندرس الطلاب الفتره الزمنيه التي 

داث مما يمكنهم ان يقرأو بتمعن وعمق لفهم الرسالة من القصيده المعنيه, كما وقعت فيه الاح
هدفت الدراسه ايضا وضع موجهات لاهميه تدريس الادب الانجليزي في رفع مهارة القرأه 

 للطلاب.
اعتمدت الدراسة علي المنهج الوصفي التحليلي. اشارت نتائج الدراسة الي وجود عدد من النتائج 
وفقا لتحليل الاحصائي: هنالك تشابه ذات دلالة احصائيه ان تدريس الادب الانجليزي يعمل 
علي رفع مستوي مهارة القراه وبالتالي فهي تؤدي الي معرفة ثقافه الادب المستهدف بصورة 

كما ان المنهج الذي يعتمد علي الادب يرفع من مستوي الطلاب وتعريفهم بالثقافه  افضل.
المستهدفه واللغه. وبناء علي هذه النتائج قدمت الدراسه مجموعة من التوصيات منها: علي 
مصممي المناهج والخبراء اعتماد مناهج مبنيه علي الادب لرفع مستوي القراه واللغه والحاجه 

الادب لرفع مهارة الطلاب في القراه, الثقافة واللغة. كما اقترحت الدراسة اجراء الملحه لتدريس 
المزيد من الدرسات حول البرامج المبنيه علي الادب بانواعه المختلفه وتقصي الدور الهام في 

 رفع وتعزيز مستوي الطلاب في مهاره القراه واللغه الانجليزيه. 
 

 



VI 
 

List of Contents 

Page No. Subject  

I The  quranic verse  

II Dedication  

III Acknowledgements  

IV Abstract    

V Abstract (Arabic)  

VI List of contents  

X List of Appendices  

 Chapter One: Introduction  

1 Introduction  1.1 

2 Definition of Literature 1.2 

3 Statement of the problem 1.3 

3 Objectives of the study   1.4 

3 Question of the study 1.5 

3 Hypotheses of the Study 1.6 

3 Significance  of the study 1.7 

4 Methodology of the study 1.8 

4 Limit of the study 1.9 

5 Organization of the study 1.10 

 Chapter Two: Literature Review  

6 Introduction 2.1 

10 The concept of Literature 2.1.1 

11 Types of  Literature 2.1.2 

14 The concept of Culture  2.1.3 

15 Understanding the meaning of culture  2.1.4 

15 Elements of culture  2.1.5 

16 Symbols  2.1.5.1 



VII 
 

17 Language  2.1.5.2 

18 Norms  2.1.5.3 

19 Rituals 2.1.5.4 

19 Values 2.1.5.5 

21 Artifacts 2.1.5.6 

21 Cultural changes 2.1.6 

22 Culture and literature 2.1.6.1 

23 Literary Theory and Schools of Criticism  2.1.7 

23 Moral Criticism and Dramatically Construction 

(c.360-present) Plato 

2.1.7.1 

24 Formalism (1930s-present) 2.1.7.2 

24 Freudian Criticism (1930s-present) 

The Unconscious, the Desire and the Defenses 

2.1.7.3 

25 Jungian Criticism (1930s-present) 2.1.7.4 

27 Marxist Criticism (1930s-present)  2.1.7.5 

27 Reader-Response Criticism (1960s-present)  2.1.7.6 

28 Structuralism and Semiotics (1920s-present)   2.1.7.7 

29 Structuralism in Literary Theory 2.1.7.8 

29 Post-Structuralism, Deconstruction ,Postmodernism 

(1966-present)   

2.1.7.9 

31 Modernism vs. Postmodernism 2.1.7.10 

31 New Historicism, Cultural Studies (1980s-present) 2.1.7.11 

32 Post-Colonial Criticism (1990s-present)  

History is Written by the Victors  

2.1.7.12 

33 Feminist Criticism (1960s-present) 2.1.7.13 

34 Gender Studies and Queer Theory (1970s-present)  

Gender(s), Power, and Marginalization 

2.1.7.14 

34  language and literature 2.1.8 

35 Differences between Language and Literature 2.1.8.1 



VIII 
 

35 Literary Language 2.1.8.2 

36 Scope of literature 2.1.8.3 

37 The power of literature in enhancing reading 

comprehension 

2.1.9 

37 Reading Comprehension 2.1.9.1 

39 Literature and Reading 2.1.9.2 

39 The Intersection of Language and Culture 2.1.10 

42 Intercultural in language learning 2.1.11 

43 Intercultural competence  2.1.12 

44 Theories of Intercultural Competence 2.1.12.1 

45 Variables Associated with Intercultural Competence 2.1.12.2 

47 Culture General or Culture Specific 2.1.12.3 

48 Intercultural performance 2.1.13 

48 A Theory of Linguistic Performance 2.1.13.1 

49 Performance as a Reflection of Competence 2.1.13.2 

49 Modals of literature competence 2.1.14 

50 Types of Competence 2.1.14.1 

50 Communicative Competence 2.1.14.2 

51 Literary Competence 2.1.14.3 

52 A Theory of Linguistic Competence 2.1.14.4 

52 The Role of Literature in Helping Students Acquire 

English 

2.1.15 

55 Literature and Reading 2.1.15.1 

55 Developing Reading Comprehension in Literature 2.1.16 

55 Mental Modeling 2.1.16.1 

56 Reading Comprehension Strategies 2.1.16.2 

57 Cognitive Strategies 2.1.16.3 

59 Graphic Strategy 2.1.16.4 



IX 
 

60 Elements and characteristics of using literature to 

enhance reading comprehension   

2.1.17 

60 Theme 2.1.17.1 

60 Plot 2.1.17.2 

60 Characters 2.1.17.3 

61 Setting 2.1.17.4 

61 Conflict 2.1.17.5 

61 Structure 2.1.17.6 

62 Diction 2.1.17.7 

62 Different Models of teaching Literature 2.1.18 

64 Previous studies 2.2 

 Chapter Three  

69 Introduction 3.1 

69 The methodology 3.2 

69 Population of the Study 3.3 

69 Samples of the Study (Test) 3.4 

71 Questionnaire  3.5 

73 Samples of the Study (Questionnaire) 3.6 

73 Statistical analysis 3.7 

74 Administration of the instrument 3.8 

 Chapter Four 

Data Analysis and Discussion 

 

75 Introduction 4.1 

75 Data Analysis and Discussion 4.2 

75 Test 4.1.1 

79 Questionnaire  4.2 

134 Result of the Analysis  4.3 

 Chapter Five  



X 
 

Findings, Recommendations and  Suggestions for 

Further Studies   

137 Introduction 5.0 

137 Findings 5.1 

137 Recommendations 5.2 

138 Suggestions for Further Studies 5.3 

139 References  

 

List of Appendices 

 

Page No. Description Appendix 

164 Personal Information (A) 

165 Students Test (B) 

167 Teachers questionnaire  (C) 

 


