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ABSTRACT

This study was executed to identify the efficiency of social media (WhatsApp
application) in the dissemination of agricultural innovations in the Soba West
Agricultural scheme in terms of (information presentation method, type of sent
messages, information provided via messages). The population of the study
consists of entire farmers in the Suba West Agricultural scheme, the descriptive
analytical approach was followed in this study, the study was conducted on a
sample of (100) farmers in the scheme, randomly selected via a questionnaire
which consist of (65) question, The researcher used the statistical packages for
social sciences program (SPSS) to analyze the data, using some of statistical
treatments of the following: percentages, means, chi square test, and Likert scale.
The results of the study showed that the majority of respondents (89%) were
males, the majority of them (67%) their ages were over 65 years, (73%) of
respondents were married, the educational level of the majority of them (85%) was
graduates and post graduates, and the ratio of (43%) of respondents their monthly
income more than (3000) SDG. The study showed that the average use of
WhatsApp by respondents was about 4 years, and the average time spent in
WhatsApp was about 3 hours per day, and the average of the respondents' benefit
from the extension services provided through the WhatsApp application about
70%.

The study showed that respondents’ attitudes towards the type of information
provided to them through the WhatsApp application were good in term of the
importance of information (4.47), the quality of information (4.24) and the
adequacy of information (2.83). The degree of use of the information provided by
the extension administration through the application was sufficient for relevant to

the production and to some extent for information associated with the marketing.



The main recommendations of the study: using the videos style in displaying
agricultural information through the WhatsApp application with the linking of
prepared topics through videos using practical practices to achieve the maximum
possible extensional efficiency (learning by doing) through demonstration fields
and other practical activities,working on dividing the target groups into categories
according to their agricultural crops and preparing an effective extension message
suitable for the agricultural season and the specific time in the year, the knowledge
graduates according to agricultural operations at the field level, focus must be paid
on information processing in a simplified way that allows all participants in the
groups to understand and practice it, and it is necessary to generalize the
experience on all agricultural extension centers and agricultural schemes in the
State to provide optimal extension coverage saves time and saves expenses taking

into account the cognitive, social and economic variables of each area
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