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Role of Sign language and Gesture in Shaping Mental
Picture for Expression among the Deaf
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Abstract

This aimed at investigating the role of sign language and gestures in
shaping the mental picture among the deaf. The study analyses the mental
pictures that are formed by hands and body language, noting the linguistic
aspect of this language in terms of innovation, acquisition and production of
the signs language. Comparing and contrasting these formations with the
signs language from various countries, analyzing the structure of a sign
language and the cultural variations among the deaf.

The researcher adopted the semi-empirical method, as well as an
observation. To achieve the objectives of this study, the experiment was
conducted based on the sample of pupils drawn from Amal Institutes of deaf
students from Sudan University of Sciences and Technology. The sample
comprised (120) male and female students. The researcher used the
statistical package of social sciences (SPSS) to extract the research findings.

The study has come up with the following findings: the deaf are
characterized by high ability of expression by using signs language; there are
no statistically significant differences in creative expression among the deaf
according to the gender variable (male/female).

There are statistically significant differences in the level creative
expression among the deaf as attributed to the age variable, there are no
statistically significant differences in creative expression among the deaf as
attributed to the causes of disability. Based on these results, the study has
come up with the following recommendations: teachers and workers who
work with the deaf should highlight the differences between the signs and
their references, students should be conducted on the role of a family accept
the care of the deaf child.
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