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Abstract

The objective of this research is to investigate the causes of deterioration of Greater Khartoum’s
Central Business District, CBD, and the resultant economic, social, cultural, and environmental
problems, in order to trace the consequent impacts, then to come out with prompt solutions. The
research depended on the available secondary data, then completed the data vacancies with a
field study, covered the geographical components of Khartoum city center, Khartoum North and
Omdurman city centers, which euphemistically called Greater Khartoum city center. The
research community consists of the daily customers of G. Khartoum city center. The sample
includes 145 persons of research community, in two questionnaires, one for the pedestrians or
customers, and the other for the users or the workers within G. Khartoum city center. The
Questionnaire consists of five sections for the quested to answer. The percentage of submission
is 100% and the persistence factor is (0.540) according to Cronbach- alpha. Data was statistically
analyzed, where the results show prominent deterioration in the city center in terms of public
services, infrastructures, environment, security aspects and amenities compared with the
situation a decade ago. The study also shows a huge increase in rental values, levies and taxes,
and a decrease in open and public space. These factors lead business to migrate out of the city
center, and augments deterioration of the city center’s environment. The study also shows an
imbalance in distribution of urban services among the three geographical components, with a
concentration of some traffic and population attractive functions in some zones, such as
educational and health functions, which increase pressure on the service sector, hence augments
the environmental deterioration of the city center. The study recommends considering population
growth projections, demographic, social, and sectoral transformations when planning CBDs, and
specifically recommends restructuring G. Khartoum’s city center in compatible with the structure
plan, but to achieve balance in distribution of spatial, functional and economic activities.
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