
1 
 

 

 

Sudan University of science And Technology  

College of Graduate Studies

College of Education  

Investigating Problems Encountered by 

Sudanese Students in Developing Writing 

Skills    

(A Case Study of Third Year Students at Some Sudanese 

Secondary Schools - Omdurman Locality) 

 

A Thesis Submitted in Fulfillment of the Requirements for 

The Degree of Ph.D. in Education- English Language 

Teaching (ELT) 

Submitted by: 

Ahmed Elhag Warsha Sargidi 

 Supervisered by: 

Dr. Mahmoud Ali Ahmed Omer  

2018 A.D

  



I 
 

  

 قال تعالى:

 وال ف ررر   والابصررر   السرررم  لرررم و عررر  شررر    تعلمررر   لا امهررر  م بطررر   مررر  أ خررر  م والله)

 (تشك و  لعلم

 صدق الله العظيم

 (78)سورة النحل، الأية:

 

Quranic Verse. 

 Allah The Al mighty says:  

"And Allah has brought you out from the wombs of your mothers when 

you knew nothing. And He gave you hearing, sights, and hearts that you 

might give thanks to Allah" 

Surah (16) An- Nahl. Verse No (78)  
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This study aimed at investigating problems encountered by 

Sudanese students in their course to develop their writing skills. The 

researcher adopted descriptive analytical approach. Two instruments 

were used for collection of the study, namely a questionnaire to teachers 

of English at some Sudanese Secondary Schools and test to the third 

year students. The sample of questionnaire consisted (70) teachers 

whereas the test consisted (60) students. The researcher adopted 

descriptive analytical approach, as he also applied SPSS program to 

analyze and verify the results. The results showed that students do not 

know how to construct sentences syntactically. Moreover, students do 

not know how to choose the right meaning of words when they write 

sentences. Students’ mother tongue interferes in their English writing; 

and also the study showed that students committed a lot of spelling 

mistakes when they construct sentences. The study recommended that 

students should be trained in how to construct their sentences 

syntactically correct. In addition students should be trained and 

upgraded in how to put their finishing touches in terms of their writing 

layout. Furthermore, students should be trained to avoid a lot of spelling 

mistakes when they construct sentences. Teachers should be well trained 

and highly qualified and specialized to handle the material with more 

skills. Some suggestions are also proposed for further studies.  
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 ترق ددة  دد  السددونان   الطدد   هدد تواجه التدد  مشددت  ال تقصدد  إلدد  التراسددة هدد   هددت  

 لجمدع  الانوا  مد   اثند    اسدتدتا   الوصدي  ، وتد    التحل ل منهج الب حث اتبع وقت.  التت بة مه را 

 بعد    د   الإنجل زيدة  اللغدة  خص صً  لأسد ت ة  صم  ستب  نإ    المتمثلة ب لتراسة المتعلقة الب  ن  

 الحتوم دددة الث نويددة  المددتار   بددبع   ةالث لثدد  السدددنة لطدد    وايضددً  اختبدد ر   السددونان ة  مددتار  ال

( 60) بحجد   وع نده  الأولد   لأناء التراسدة  ب لنسدبة  اسدت   ( 70) بحج  ع نه اخت  ر ت  قت.  والد صة

 الاحصد ي ة  الحدز   بدرامج  وطبد  إسدتدت  الب حدث مدنهج التحل دل الوصدي        لأناء الإختبد ر  ط لب

 الطدد   ان التراسددة نتدد يج خدد   جل ددً  مدد  اتضدد  قددتو.  النتدد يج وتأك ددت لتحل ددل الاجتم ع ددة للعلددو 

 يعد نون  الطد    أن  لد   الد   ب لإضد  ة  صدح    نحدو   بشدتل  الجمل ترك ب    مشتلة م  يع نون

 اسدلو    د  ( العرب دة  اللغدة ) الا  لغدة ال تدتاخل  تدأث ر .التت بة عنت للتلمة الصح   المعن  إخت  ر   

. الجمدل  ترك دب  عندت  الإخطد ء الإم ي دة      الط   م  كث ر يقع وايض  الإنجل زية ب للغة تعب ره 

 بشدتل  الجمدل  ترك دب  ك ي دة  علد   الط   تتريب يجب: ه اهم التوص    م  عتن التراسة  وقتم

 النه ي دة  لمسد ته   وضدع  ك ي دة   د   الط   وتطوير تتريب يجب ان ال  ب لإض  ة صح   ، نحو 

 الأخطد ء الإم ي دة    د   وقوعه  لتجنب اًكث ر التت بة عل  الط   تتريب يجب. الجمل ترك ب عنت

 اناء رسدد لته  لضددم ن عدد   بمسدتو   وتددأه له  المعلمدد   تددتريب يجدب  وايضدد .الجمددل ترك ددب عندت 

 .المستقبل ة للتارس   المقترح   بع  التراسة قتم  وايض  .أ ضل بشتل
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Definitions of Terms and Abbreviations used in the Study 

1- Developing: refers to systematic changes in the individual approaches, 

methods, techniques in the education process. 

2- Teaching: means helping students to learn or showing them how to learn. 

3- Learning: means acquiring knowledge of a subject. 

4- Secondary School Level: means schools for young people between (14- 18) 

years. 

5- Task: is an activity where the focus is on the output rather than the structure 

used to express that outcome. 

6- Strategy: it is a plan of action designed to achieve a vision. Strategy is all 

about gaining (or being prepared to gain) a position of advantages over 

adversaries or best exploiting emerging possibilities. As there is always an 

element of certainty about the future, strategy is more about a set of options 

(strategy choices) than a fixed plan. 

Beckman (2020) defines a strategy as “a tool, plan, or method used for 

accomplishing task”. 

Brown (2001) defines a strategy as “specific method of approaching a 

problem or task, modes of operation for achieving a particular end, or planed 

designs for a controlling and manipulating certain information. 

7- Vocabulary: is central to language of critical importance to typical language 

learners. A person’s vocabulary is the set of words within a language that are 

familiar to that person. A vocabulary usually develops with ages, and serves 

as a useful and fundamental tool for communication and acquiring 

knowledge. 

8- Word: a basic assumption in vocabulary testing is that we are assessing 

knowledge of words. 

9- Acquit ion: the act of acquiring or gaining procession. 

10- Validity: the extent to which a test accurately measures what is to be 

measure. 
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Abbreviations used in the study 

   No  The Abbreviations  Stand for   

1 SPSS Social Package of Social Society 

2 NL Native Language 

3 MTI Mother Tongue Interference 

4 MT Mother Tongue. 

5 L2 Second Language 

6 L1 First Language 

7 IL intralingual. 

8 ELT English Language Teaching 

9 ESL English as a Second Language 

10 EFL English as a Foreign Language 

 


