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Abstract

This study (The use of electronic tests in open learning) aims to determine the
ability of electronic tests to be a suitable substitute for the paper tests to
evaluate students in open learning, what are the students' attitudes toward
electronic tests, and what are the most important obstacles facing students
when using electronic tests.

Accordingly, four questions were set up to guide the study:

— Are electronic tests suitable alternative to paper tests in the open
learning?

— Are the open learning students attitudes and convictions trends tend to
use electronic tests?

— Are the open learning student convinced of the ability of electronic tests
to assess their performance fairly as paper tests?

— Are there any obstacles that students face when using electronic tests?

The researcher used the experimental method in the first part of the research,
and descriptive-analytical method in the second part.

The researcher used two tools for the study, the first is the test (one paper test,
and the other was electronic test) on two of identical students samples, the
number of each of them (63), from the Education program at the Arab Open
University. The second tool is a questionnaire, which applied on a sample of
283 students from the Education program. The researcher found the following
results:

— Electronic and paper tests are equal in their ability to measure academic
achievement of students.

— Students' attitudes tend to use electronic tests, with the presence of some
obstacles they face.

The study recommended the use of electronic tests on a large scale, especially
in the Open & distance learning ODL, create the appropriate environment for
conducting these tests, providing devices and software appropriate to it, and
prepare students and tutors to deal with the tests efficiently.
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