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Abstract

The study has explored factors and variables that affect media's handling of Arab of
political issues by Arab satellite TV channels with focus on Al Jazeera and Al
Arabiya during the period 2015-2017.

The research aimed to investigate commitment of the two satellite TV channels to
professional principles and standards regarding political issues and to what extent
they abide by these principles.

Adopting descriptive method, the study has concluded that Al-Jazeera is highly
distinguished than Al-Arabiya due to its commitment to professional standards in
dealing with Arab political affairs and sticking to its orientation and trends for
handling these political issues.

The two TV channels are influenced by the political directives and external lobby
groups vis-a-vis political affairs. However, Al Jazeera's handling of political issues
has significantly contributed in constructing enlightened Arab public opinion.

The media handling was also affected by the directives of Arab regimes for the
absence of media's strategy. Al Jazeera, however, has successfully gained
appreciation of Arab audience due to the freedom it has enjoyed.

The channel, therefore, has become a forum for the opposing views. It has also
weighed down the interests of its audience and responded to the interaction of public
opinion on all issues. On the contrary, Al Arabiya hasn’t gained the satisfaction of
the Arab audience for the same factors.

The study has disclosed that the drawbacks facing media handling by the two
satellite channels are due to the lack of confidence between the Arab regimes and
mass media.

The study has recommended that Arab satellite TV channels should abide by
professional standards for dealing with political issues and give them more freedom
apart from the government's control or politicized funding.
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