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Abstract

This research aims at investigating the problems of understanding and using
idiomatic expressions and collocations among EFL Sudanese students majoring in

English.

The study adopted a descriptive analytical method of research. The researcher designed a
questionnaire for ELT teachers besides, a test on idiomatic expressions and collocations
for the students. The test was administered to a total number of 120 students. The ELT
teachers’ questionnaire consisted of 15 statements about the investigated problems and
teachers’ views about these problems as well as the importance of idiomatic expressions
and collocations in foreign language learning (FLL). The questionnaire was administered
to a total sample of 40 ELT teachers at different Sudanese universities with different
years of experience ranging between 5 to 20 years of experience. These tools used in the

study satisfied the criteria of validity and reliability.

The findings of the study revealed that students have problems understanding and using
idiomatic expressions and collocations. Findings also revealed that idiomatic expressions
and collocations enhance students' ability of expression and develop their receptive and
productive skills. Findings also showed that idiomatic expressions and collocations are

very important when learning a foreign language and need studied.

In the light of the study findings the researcher recommended that more attention need to
be given to the figurative language. Also teachers should use different techniques for

teaching idiomatic expressions and collocations.

Finally, the study suggested further studies to investigate the effective ways of teaching
and learning figurative language. Also extra Studies need to be done on the importance of

idiomatic expressions and collocations to foreign language learners.



Abstract

(Arabic version)

Al Al) (aldlies

b 213 sl el 3 2 3l AR mndd Ol ) 5 ) il sl Al ol el 138 gy
1 o) Al A i) AL S s A3 6 A i1 AR 8 A DUaal) el ki 5 ad
L ol 93l o glall

33LLY i) 8 Aidiall Cand) <l g0l apanaty Ciali) o8 Cua sl dua ) grgiall Al all cuig
iadhaay) el e Jaidl ) ) ALYl Al sl Cleslall (g 8 3 jdasy) 22l

p3gs Jaall ) il gmall Al 8 OUall 3508 (bl HLaa¥) Coan  oBUall ddadll) il Ul
40 202 Al Cy jal Al ALY Wl e 120 22ey Al o) jal a3 085 Lealadtul 5 lgagd g juladl)
20 5 Onle 7 s Adline 5 pud < g agd cpAlll g 401 gaadl Cilaaladl 8 3 5lasY) ARl 5350 (e
O Lggad 5 ) il sl Jsa 52LLY1 oY 58 o) 5] 4 pral DLELY) Cban 381 gyl e Ml
A alad) Al b Adadll) cole 3R 5 dpaDanal) el aladiind 5 agdy Glady Lagd 4 udai¥) 4all

Ll 5 Bavall el d jall C gol d5iae (pe Sl

dadaa¥) julail) alasiivd 5 agdy (3laty Lo Ol ) e 35 (e Al jall il CliS

3,08 (e Agdadlll e SR 5 Aadldanal) ulacil) o "liay) sl adS LeS dpkadlll cile 3Dkl
daddaal el o) "Lyl sl & il s | Adliaal) gl jlge ey el Lo MUl

alasind axe dul jo ) dale dals @lla o 5 dpia V) Al alad die "o dage Akl e 3Dl

O BLY Al @l il | e padag i DUaal juladl agialias ie A dadl iuY (pea sadall
Nix s o Ll Aadldaal) uledlly daati Sl Gl graall Carae 0 | sraal 28 € Ll dlle
552 (53l 38 Aall) alia s L dldacal) el Jlaa) o) dal jall il Cana ) SIS | Lguailiad
x5 Jlaay

3_};)_4\ ;\Aﬂb eb&,‘zf\ w..‘g\)«d‘ ;)\-}J 5‘)})'4._1 k"_tau\ ‘5;4}\ Jad ,a.».u“).ﬂ\ C:itu ;}més

. Adadll) e 3Dl g dpn s yulail) gy il Adlise CES aladial Cpabed) e i LS
A U Aall) ety G 53 (3 plal) Jaml Gand Sl 5l (e 2y el ) jal Caalil = B ) Al

Aalll alaial dkadlll e 3Dlall g dpaDaial) el dpaal liy dilial il oy aLall LS
Agia) IS4 a0y



Table of contents

Number Item Page
No
Dedication I
Acknowledgement I
Abstract in English \Y/
Abstract in Arabic \Y/
Table of contents VI
List of abbreviations X1l
List of tables X1
List of graphs XV
Chapter One: Introduction
1-1 | Overview 1
1-2 | Statement of the problem 2
1-3 | Study questions 2
1-4 | Study Hypotheses 3
1-5 | Objectives of the study 4
1-6 | Significance of the study 4
1-7 | Methodology of the study 6
1-8 | limits of the study 4
Chapter Two: Literature Review
2-0 | Introduction 7
2-1 Defining the Concept of Idiomatic Expression 7
2-1-2 | ldiomatic Expressions and Language 9
2-1-3 | A Historical Overview of Idiomatic Expressions 10
2-2-1 | The importance of idioms in FLL 14
2-2-2 | Difficulty of Idioms; Comprehension and Usage 15

\Y




2-2-3 | Grammatical and syntactic restrictions of idioms 17
2-2-4 | Classifications of idioms 18
2-2-5 | Idiom Processing and comprehension 22
2-2-6 | Production of idioms 27
2-2-7 | Teaching figurative idioms 28
2-2-7-1 | The Traditional and Cognitive approaches to 28
idioms in SLA
2-2-7-2 | Etymological elaboration: an effective strategy in 30
teaching idioms
2-2-7-2- | Theories underlying etymological elaboration 31
1
2-2-7-3 | Idioms and Contextual clues 34
2-2-7-4 | Lexical knowledge and idiom learning 36
2-3 Defining the Concept of Collocation 38
2-3-1 | Classification of Collocations 39
2-3-1-1 | Idiomatic Combinations 39
2-3-1-2 | Non-idiomatic Combinations 39
2-4 Collocation: Lexis as a level 40
2-5 Sets and fields 41
2-6 Patterns, ranges and restrictions 45
2-7 Collocation and style 48
2-8 Collocation and grammar 50
2-9 Idioms galore: Fixed expressions and language 54
structure

2-10 | Fixing fixed expressions 58
2-11 | A summary of Lexical patterns 60
2-12 | Collocational restriction 61
2-13 | Previous Studies 63

Vi




2-14 | Summary of the chapter 70
Chapter Three
Research Methodology
3-1 Introduction 72
3-2 Population of the study 73
3-2-1 | The teachers’ sample of the study 73
3-2-2 | The Students’ sample of the Study 73
3-3 Instrumentation 75
3-3-13-1 | The questionnaire 75
3-3-2 | Students’ Test 76
3-4 Validity of the research tools 77
3-5 Reliability of the research tools 78
3-5-1 | Reliability of the test 78
3-6 Procedure 80
3-7 Summary of the chapter 81
CHAPTER FOUR
Data Analysis, Results and Discussion
4-1 Introduction 82
4-2 Results of the Test 82
4-3 Results and Analysis of the English Language 146
Teachers' Questionnaire

4-4 Verification of the Study Hypotheses 169
4-5 Summary of the Chapter 169

Vil




Chapter Five

Summary, Conclusion, Recommendations and

Suggestions for Further Studies

5-1 Introduction 171
5-2 Summary 171
5-3 Conclusions 173
5-5 Recommendations 173
5-6 | Suggestions for Further Studies 173
Bibliography 174
Appendices
Appendix 1: Teachers’ Questionnaire 181
Appendix 2: Students’ Test 184

VI




List of Tables:

NO. Title of the Table Page

3.1 Distribution of the sample 72

4.1 Frequencies and percentages for 80
the answers to Q1.1

4.2 Frequencies and percentages for 81
the answers to Q1.2

4.3 Frequencies and percentages for 82
the answers to Q1.3

4.3 Frequencies and percentages for 84
the answers to Q1.3

4.5 Frequencies and percentages for 86
the answers to Q1.5

4.6 Frequencies and percentages for 87
the answers to Q1.6

4.7 Frequencies and percentages for 88
the answers to Q1.7

4.8 Frequencies and percentages for 90
the answers to Q1.8

4.9 Frequencies and percentages for 91

the answers to Q1.9




4.10 Frequencies and percentages for 93
the answers to Q1.10

4,11 Frequencies and percentages for 94
the answers to Q1.11

4,12 Frequencies and percentages for 95
the answers to Q1.12

4.13 Frequencies and percentages for 97
the answers to Q1.13

4.14 Frequencies and percentages for 98
the answers to Q1.14

4.15 Frequencies and percentages for 99
the answers to Q1.15

4.16 Frequencies and percentages for 100
the answers to Q1.16

4,17 Frequencies and percentages for 102
the answers to Q1.17

4.18 Frequencies and percentages for 103
the answers to Q1.18

4.19 Frequencies and percentages for 105
the answers to Q1.19

4.20 Frequencies and percentages for 106
the answers to Q1.20

4.21 Frequencies and percentages for 107

the answers to Q1.21




4.22 Frequencies and percentages for 109
the answers to Q1.22

4.23 Frequencies and percentages for 110
the answers to Q1.23

4.24 Frequencies and percentages for 111
the answers to Q1.24

4.25 Frequencies and percentages for 112
the answers to Q1.25

4.26 Frequencies and percentages for 114
the answers to Q2.1

4.27 Frequencies and percentages for 115
the answers to Q2.2

4.28 Frequencies and percentages for 116
the answers to Q2.3

4.29 Frequencies and percentages for 117
the answers to Q2.4

4.30 Frequencies and percentages for 118
the answers to Q2.5

4.31 Frequencies and percentages for 119
the answers to Q2.6

4.32 Frequencies and percentages for 120

the answers to Q2.7

Xl




4.33 Frequencies and percentages for 121
the answers to Q2.8

4.34 Frequencies and percentages for 122
the answers to Q2.9

4.35 Frequencies and percentages for 123
the answers to Q2.10

4.36 Frequencies and percentages for 124
the answers to Q2.11

4.37 Frequencies and percentages for 125
the answers to Q2.12

4.38 Frequencies and percentages for 126
the answers to Q2.13

4.39 Frequencies and percentages for 127
the answers to Q2.14

4.40 Frequencies and percentages for 128
the answers to Q2.15

4.41 Frequencies and percentages for 129
the answers to Q2.16

4.42 Frequencies and percentages for 130
the answers to Q2.17

4.43 Frequencies and percentages for 131

the answers to Q2.18

Xl




4.44 Frequencies and percentages for 132
the answers to Q3.1

4.45 Frequencies and percentages for 134
the answers to Q3.2

4.46 Frequencies and percentages for 135
the answers to Q3.3

4.47 Frequencies and percentages for 136
the answers to Q3.4

4.48 Frequencies and percentages for 138
the answers to Q3.5

4.49 Frequencies and percentages for 139
the answers to Q3.6

4.50 Frequencies and percentages for 140
the answers to Q3.7

451 Teachers’ Experience 142

4.52 the frequencies of the responses 143
towards
Idioms are important for EFL
learners in communication context.

4.53 the frequencies of the responses 145

towards Grammatical and
syntactical restrictions of idioms

may affect the degree of

X1




idiomaticity of lexical items.

4.54

the frequencies of the responses
towards using idiomatic
expressions helps EFL learners to
achieve the expected level of

proficiency in English language.

146

4.55

the frequencies of the responses
towards EFL students are not
aware of using contextual
pragmatic clues to understand
idioms whose meaning can’t be
inferred from the individual word

meaning.

147

4.56

the frequencies of the responses
towards Idioms knowledge has
crucial role in EFL students’ level
of proficiency in receptive and

productive skills.

149

4.57

the frequencies of the responses
towards Idioms are difficult to
understand because of the lack of
the cultural background behind the

idiom.

150

4.58

the frequencies of the responses

151

XV




towards Using and understanding
idioms are difficult for EFL

learners at university level.

4.59

the frequencies of the responses
towards Idioms are difficult
because they are not well taught in

classes.

152

4.60

the frequencies of the responses
towards Collocations play an
important role in the process of

language learning and teaching.

154

4.61

the frequencies of the responses
towards Collocations help

improving EFL learners’ fluency.

155

4.62

the frequencies of the responses
towards having knowledge about
collocations is very important for

EFL learners

156

4.63

the frequencies of the responses
towards EFL learners’ L1 may
affect students’ use of appropriate

collocation.

158

4.64

the frequencies of the responses
towards only teachers who have a
clear understanding of different

kinds of collocation can help

159

XV




learners understand and use

collocations.

4.65

the frequencies of the responses
towards EFL learners should be
equipped with skills that enable
them to develop their collocation

knowledge independently

160

4.66

the frequencies of the responses
towards collocations are effective
in improving EFL students’ multi-

cultural competence.

162

4.67

illustrates chi-square test results for
respondents’ answers about the

statements

163

XVI




