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Abstract:

This study is concerned with an important topic that sparked a controversy in the
records of Islamic politics both in the past and present time. That topic is Bay.«a. The
importance of Bay:a comes from the fact that it is one of the methods for selecting the

ruler in Islam.

Bay.a derives its importance from being the foundation and common denominator in

the inauguration of the righteous caliphs, and the basis on which aruler is chosen and

inaugurated in Islam. This study shows the meaning of Bay:a both denotatively and

connotatively, and the way it is executed as well asits types: private or public Bay:a.
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The study also reflects the views of scholars and jurists on the Bay<a of the authorities

[private Bay«a] and the conditions that must be met in them and the number of

dignitariesin order to constitute the imamate.

The study aso clarifies the meaning of the public allegiance and how it differs from

the private Bay<a, and the importance of the public Bay<a and its consequences on the

Bay.a of the dignitaries and authoritative sources.

Moreover, the study addresses an issue that raised a controversy among scholars. the

issue of the multiplicity of Bay:<a or the unity of caliphate.
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