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Abstract
The research aims at finding a solution to Abyei conflict from the
perspective of peace and conflicts studies. The parties to Abyei conflict are the
Republic of South Sudan from one side and the Republic of Sudan from the other
side. On the local tribal level, the conflict is between the Ngok Dinka tribe and the
Messeria tribe. Each side is claiming the ownership of the Abyei Area (10480 sq.
km, as determined by The Permanent Arbitration Court (PCA) at Hague.

The absence of agreeable solution to the conflict, which already had become
an international conflict, is expected to lead to armed and political confrontations
between the concerned parties, thereby leading to negative peace outcomes.
According to the signed Abyei Protocol, a referendum to Abyei citizens has to be
made to choose between staying and living in the Republic of Sudan, where they
are now, or to be annexed to the Republic of South Sudan. Many reasons had
contributed to the impossibility of running the referendum in the past and even in
the foreseeable future, thereby putting the peace between the two countries and the
two tribes at a very high risk.

The importance of this research stems from the fact that it suggests a
solution to the conflict and that it dealt with very important issues and topics
believed not to have been highlighted previously satisfactorily by any of the
researchers. The research enumerates the reasons of the conflict, its history, and the
relations between the two tribes and their standing from the conflict. The legal
documents of the conflict were also highlighted together with the complications
thereof.

The research assumed that there will be no peace in Abyei Area unless an
acceptable agreement is signed by the concerned parties. Based on the historical
facts and the developments of the conflict, a temporary solution is suggested to
prevent confrontations and avoid negative peace results.
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