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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to identify the reasons behind the decision taken by
the Sudan Ministry of Education , considering the mathematics an optional subject in
Sudan high schools . Also , the study aims to reveal the reasons of the low levels in
mathematics and the procedures to overcome this . It aims also, to evaluate the effect of
the taken decision on the future prospective of students .
To fulfill these objectives , the study assumed the followings :
a. There are variety of reasons which resulted in the low level in mathematics
attained by students , which include curriculum , staff training and teaching
methods adopted .

b. A negative response of students towards mathematics due to the decision will
be encountered .

¢. The decision will affect the future prospective of students .

I'he study was carried out according to the formulation of the decision and the
mathematics curriculum in the Sudan high schools . Itis confined to a questionnaire
presented to two samples groups . The first group is the teachers ( both males and
females ) of mathematics in high secondary schools , the second group consists of the
high school students of Khartoum North area . In addition , open interviews were
conducted with senior personnel in the general and high education .

The study samples consisted of 87 mathematics teachers in high schools , 141
students and 4 senior personnel .

The descriptive analysis curriculum was followed to obtain the results
and the weighted mean and percentages were used for judging the answers of the
samples studied .

The study led to the following results :

1. The decision of considering the mathematics an optional subject will not
affect the students attitudes towards the subject

2. The decision will lead to change in the future prospective of the students.

3, The decision will not help in solving the academic problems of students .

4. There is an urgent need for solving the shortages in the mathematics

curriculum in high schools , teaching methods adopted for mathematics and training

of stafl .




Suggestions put out from this study include :
1. A tied connection between the Sudan high schools administrations and the
mimstry of education should be established .
2. A country level evaluation for the reasons behind the low levels of
mathematics obtained by students should be done and mathematies teachers should be
included in such evaluation .

3. Two levels of final examination of mathematics could be used to satisfy the

different lines in the Sudan School Certificate examinations .
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