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List of the kings of Keili®
Maias Reignad 100 years( Mohammedan) at Disa
Dowra Maias 80 years moved to Ragreig
Maias Dowra 90 years moved to keili
Gum'a Maias 20 years keili
Umara Maias 4 years keili
Badi Maias 0 years, of which 20 were befor the coming of the Turks
Dowra Maias 10 years
Mohmmed Guma 4 years
Beshir Gum'a 36 years
Hamdan Beshire 41 years
Nail Hamdan Succeeded in 1920
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Overview

Blue Nile State (BNS) covers an area of approximately 385,000 sq km
and is located in southeastern part of Sudan. It borders Sennar State to
the North, Upper Nile State to the West and Ethiopia to the East and
comprises five localities: Roseires, Damazin, Bau, Geissan and
Kurmuk. Blue Nile State was established by Presidential Decree No. 3
in 1992, and the State Legislative Assembly was formed and the
constitution drafted during 2006. The state is divided into GoS
(Northern Blue Nile State-NBNS) and SPLM (Southern Blue Nile
State-SBNS) zones. The estimated population is 850,000, of which
74.3 percent live in rural areas while the rest reside in urban areas
such as Damazin, Roseires, Kurmuk and Bau. The average household
size is 8.2, and the annual population growth is estimated at 3 percent.

BNS is classified as rich savannah with heavy rainfall, averaging 700
mm annually. The landscape is undulating and hilly, characterized by
fertile cotton-soils. Streams run across the state creating valleys for
farming. Apart from the Blue Nile river, Khor Yabus in the South is
the only perennial river. Eastward-flowing khors (dry streams) have
wide beds and carry flood waters. Water is usually found in their beds
throughout the year within ten feet of the surface in the dry season.
The westwards-flowing khors are lost in the swamps and underground
water is limited.

Climatically, BNS falls within the low rainfall woodland savannah.
Rainfall is lower towards the North and heavier towards the South,
mainly falling between the end of April and the end of October. The
vegetation is thorn land that alternates with grassland in the North and
savannah woodland alternating with grass in the South. The state has
19 forest reserves covering a total of 955,519 hectares which accounts
for 33.9 percent of the total land of the state. The establishment of
rain-fed schemes since 1960 has led to the clearing of most of the
woodlands in BNS. Forests also provide firewood and building
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materials and are a source of income for the population.

BNS is rich in minerals, particularly in the Ingessana Hills, where
gold, chromite and magnetite are found. Small quantities of gold are
mined along riverbeds in the southern part of SBNS.

Social & Economic Indicators

Health: Malaria and tuberculosis are endemic in the state. Malaria
prevalence is 145 per 1,000 and it accounts for 8.5 percent of
morbidity and 17.9 percent of mortality in NBNS. Data from SBNS is
unavailable. Treatment for TB is undertaken in Damazin. Similar
facilities are not available in rural areas, particularly in SBNS. Other
diseases include lower and upper respiratory infections, diarrhea, skin
diseases and, to a lesser extent, Kala Azar (visceral leishmaniasis).
Infant and under-five mortality rates are 101 and 172 per 1,000 live
births. Blue Nile has the lowest life expectancy for women (51.2) in
Northern Sudan.

There are ten hospitals in NBNS in addition to 14 health care centres,
35 dispensaries, 78 dressing stations, and two pharmacies. Health staff
include 28 physicians (four specialists), 3 dentists, 30 technicians, 88
medical assistants, 146 nurses, and 24 health workers.

Basic health infrastructure in SBNS is severely limited. Most patients
have to walk for several hours to reach a health facility. The outposts
are staffed by community health workers who are trained to
administer first aid services. There is a hospital in Kurmuk, supported
by the Church Ecumenical Action in Sudan (CEAS) and Samaritan’s
Purse (SP), providing inpatient and outpatient services. Health
personnel include three doctors, 26 nurses, several medical assistants,
midwives and TBA who mainly work in the hospital.

HIV/AIDS: Current data is unavailable for BNS, although in 2004, the
SPLM estimated that there were 1,500 Children Affected by AIDS
[??] (CAAF) in Blue Nile, Abyei and the Nuba Mountains. HIV/AIDS
IS @ major concern and in the southern part of the state it is feared that
the prevalence rate may well exceed 10 percent. Surveys carried out in
NBNS indicate that awareness among women is low, at 36.3 percent,
and even lower on knowledge of preventive methods (80.4 percent
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unaware). It is feared that the high population concentration in the IDP
camps and their proximity to the Ethiopian border may increase the
spread of HIVV/AIDS.

Nutrition: A nutritional survey conducted by GOAL in Kurmuk in
February 2005 indicated the prevalence of malnutrition, with Global
Acute Malnutrition (GAM) at 9.1 percent (95% CI: 7.1% - 11.1%) and
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) at 1.0 percent (95% CI: 0.4% -
1.7%). The whole area of SBNS is considered vulnerable to
malnutrition. For child under five, approximately 13 percent suffer
from moderate malnutrition and 2 percent are affected by severe
malnutrition. In Kurmuk and Geissan Localities, rates rose above
emergency levels (3.3 percent SAM and 16 percent GAM in Kurmuk
and 2.8 percent SAM and 18.3 percent GAM in Geissan).

Water & Sanitation: With the exception of those settlements on the
banks of the Blue Nile, the main water sources for the rest of the
population in the state are rain-fed hafirs, seasonal khors (dry streams)
or the shallow waterholes dug in the beds of the khors during the dry
season. Water access for those living at a distance from the Nile
becomes difficult during the dry season. While access to water is
available to less than 25 percent of the population in NBNS, improved
sanitation is available for some 40 percent. Little data is available
from SBNS, but indications are that access rates are to safe drinking
water are around 10 percent.

Education: Enrolment in NBNS is estimated at 47 percent of school-
age children, with less than 10 percent estimated enrolment in SBNS.
There are 152 primary schools in NBNS with a total of 47,500 pupils
and 2,457 teachers. The estimated ratio of girls to boys is 0.69:1.
CARE, Islamic Relief Worldwide and UNICEF are working in this
area. In SBNS, there are 12 functional schools, four of which are in
Kurmuk. All lack qualified teachers, textbooks and school supplies.
The total number of students is 2,218, of whom 487 are girls, with 52
untrained teachers. A major constraint in this sector is the absence not
only of qualified teachers but also of educated individuals who can be
trained as teachers. The SPLM policy is to use the “New Sudan”
curriculum, which is taught in English, whereas the majority of the
population speak Arabic. Consequently, there is reliance on teachers
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brought in from other SPLM areas or from Kenya and Uganda.

The majority of the population (55 percent) is illiterate or traditionally
educated; 34.4 percent have completed primary education or currently
in primary schools. Only 2.0 percent are in intermediate schools and
5.2 percent in secondary schools, while 2.2 percent have finished or
are still studying at the university level

There is a newly established university in the State, the Blue Nile
University, which is located in Damazin. It has faculties of Education
and Science and works closely with local communities on capacity
building and awareness building.

Infrastructure: The building of the Roseires Dam marked the growth
of Damazin. A hospital was built and modern housing with good
facilities constructed. The dam is the main source of power generation
serving the entire country. Communications links between Damazin
and other areas exist, although they are of poor quality. Damazin was
also connected to Khartoum by rail. However, this line fell into
disrepair and was carried away by floods. The distance from
Khartoum is 525 kilometres, and the tarmac road is in good condition
from Khartoum to Sennar. From Sennar to Singa, the road is under
repair, and from Singa to Damazin the road is in poor condition.
During the rainy season, most of the areas are inaccessible and access
to rural areas, and particularly to the border with Ethiopia, is limited.

Rehabilitation of infrastructure is frequently cited as the most pressing
need for BNS, particularly for roads that become completely
inaccessible in the 6-month rainy season. The lack of an effective
transportation network is exacerbated by the fact that even roads in
reasonable condition are contaminated with UXOs and mines.
Effective state transportation routes are not only invaluable in re-
establishing the state’s trading system and therefore development of
the private sector, but also for humanitarian access to the most
vulnerable communities. The poor road system also prohibits access to
communities mostly in the South during the rainy season. In addition,
return of refugees and IDPs are hindered in many cases for the same
reasons. The clearance of mines and rehabilitation of roads is an
urgent priority and one that is required to provide conditions
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conducive for other priority interventions, primarily relating to the
provision of basic services.

Economy: The Roseires dam was built in 1996 and its power-
generating facilities installed in 1971. Both water and power were
needed to implement the Rahad River Agricultural Project. The first
irrigation water began flowing in 1977 and by 1981 more than 80
percent of the targeted area was reported to be irrigated. Crop
production, however, has been on the decline in NBNS since 1997
when mechanised farming had to be stopped due to the intensity of the
conflict. Despite this, the population of NBNS is reportedly able to
produce enough grain for household consumption. In SBNS, recurrent
instability coupled with poor rains during the last years negatively
affected crop production and worsened the difficult situation. The war
led to displacement and loss of land and livestock, rendering the
population poorer. NBNS is characterized by a cash economy, while
SBNS works under a barter system of trade.

Livelihoods: The population of BNS is largely dependent on land and
water for their livelihoods. Those residing near sources of water
practice cultivation of different crops for subsistence. Villagers in the
central plains suffer from lack of water sources and must relocate
during the dry season to areas where water is available, then return to
their lands during the rainy season to start cultivation of crops for
subsistence. While away, they engage in a number of activities,
mainly as hired labour in the villages to which they attach themselves.
The major resources of the pastoral groups are livestock, grazing
lands, and cultivation of small plots, which part of the household
members return to harvest during the livestock migration. Wood
cutting, charcoal production, artisanal gold mining, mat products,
collection of wild food and honey, collection of stock and hay, and
fishing are the major economic activities during the dry season (off-
farm activities).
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Background and Population

The Funj region, which is presently known as BNS, takes its name
from the Sultanate of Sennar in the Nile valley. Before its
disintegration by the Turco-Egyptians invaders in 1821, its hegemony
reached south deep into the region between the Blue and White Niles.
Funj institutions persisted (and still persist) long after the demise of
the Sultanate.

The southern Funj presents a particularly complex ethnic, political and
administrative situation which can be compared to that of Southern
Kordofan, where a number of small Muslim and non-Muslim groups,
the Nuba Hills people, are surrounded by nomadic Baggara Arabs to
the North and Nilotic populations such as Dinka, Nuer, and Shilluk to
the South. Additional complications derive from the fact that BNS
borders Ethiopia.

On the Ethiopian side of the border, the rulers of Gubba and Beni
Shangul at various times acknowledged allegiance to powers in Sudan
or Ethiopia depending on political expediency. These rulers originated
from the Nile valley and acquired their domains by subordinating the
indigenous population through marriage, clientship and frequently by
enslavement.

A characteristic of Blue Nile State is the cultural heterogeneity as a
result of its diverse indigenous ethnic groups and the influx of
immigrants from all parts of the country. More than 40 different ethnic
groups inhabit the state. They can be divided into three main
categories: the indigenous population, the non-indigenous who arrived
in the state generations ago, and those who came more recently, after
1950s.
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The indigenous population includes at least ten major groups each
with its own language and system of livelihood ranging from hunter-
gatherers to farming communities. The social organization and power
relations are governed by traditional rules. Chief among these groups
are the Berta/Ragrage, who live along the Ethiopian Highlands; the
Ingessana, who occupy the hills named after them; the Hill Buruns,
who are divided into the Sillak and Tornassi; and the central groups
which are of Nilotic descent. To the west are the Jum Jum and Maban
groups whose dialects are Nilotic, and in the South the Uduk, Koma
and Ganza, each with its own dialect.

The non-indigenous but long established population are mainly
Muslim Arabic-speaking groups whose arrival to the region dates
back to the Funj sultanate. They came as traders and are referred as
Gellaba. This group also includes the West African-named Fellata
who settled on the banks of the Blue Nile, and the pastoral nomadic
groups of the Rufa’a al Hoi and the Kenama.
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WAR AND SURVIVAL
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Gumis, Shanqgilla of Sudamn

S rieet - &

CGumuz are primmarily. located: in
across the border in

prle.” Deguba, ShangillaZ®

meaning Blacks.” The name of their

language is Gumuz or Shankillinga. but

many people also speak the Oromo lan-

g)uage when trading with the nearby
TOIMO.

The Gumuz are divided into territorial-
ly-based clans., cach clan having its
own land. The clans are further divided
into sub-clans. which are then separat-—
ed into individual, staall nuclear farmi-
lies. IMiost of the s arce farmers.
They mever have to cultivate their land
alonc; rather, the nuclear families with-—
in each clan all help each other because
they all share the same land.

What Are T heir Lives F.ilke?

The Gurmuz farmers lant a number of

crops including sorghum., onions, and
ices, along with cotton and tobacco.
ach facrmer lives within his clan's ter—

ritorial boundaries. Farims mma be set
apart by mivers., hills, or paths. The fam-—
ilies of a wvillage shift their work from

one arca to the mext. leaving their used
Mcelds allow for many years. <5al
uncultivated land is ready to be devel-
oped. men begin buildin new farn—
steads on the outskirts of their fields.
Farm huts are very simple., and separate
are built for farim ani-
Aldthough the umu=z have r—
manent homes in their wvillages.
live on the farmsteads durin
time. Those who guard the
on the farmsteads yearround.

At age sixteen., a boy can begin to farmm
on his own. splitting his work between
his own fields and those of his father
Girls help farm their fathers' fields until
they marry. usually between the ages of
fourteen an seventeen. After ma =
ng. a man and his wife are responsible
for their own fields. Marriage takes
»iace by 'sister exchange’ from one
clan to the next. This rmeans that thc
newly-married man gives his wife's
clan a sister or a daughter from his ovwn
clan to "replace" the worman = has
married.

As their staple food.

iclds live

the Gumu=z eat

Forriclge flavored ~wit a sauce made
1Tom leaves. onions. and spices. They
also snack throughout the ay on
umipkin seeds. pcanutrs, fruits. wild
oney, and some insects. They drink

coffee and beer. and smoking is quite
common not only for men. but for
women as well. Gumuz society forbids
drunkenness and idleness: the entire
clan punishes anyone caught=in such
practices. so. the whole clan will dis—

cipline any members cau%ht stealing.,

muistreating their wives, or Iying.

Tradimg iS5 an important aspect of
Gumuz life. Often the pecoplce trade with
the nearby Oromo. Oromo sell gsoods
su(}(l’i as coffecs, cloth. soap. Trazor
blades, cigarettes, mirrors, and salt bars
in exchange for Gumu=z crops. L.ocal
Gumur markets are gsathering places
for the people to exchange news,. have
mectings, socialize, listen to specches,
and drink.

Whear are thicir belicfs?

Adthough about 30% of the Gumuz are
MMuslirm, most traditionally worship
Rebba, "the supreme god who knows
all." The peo Ye pray to Rebba amnd
other spirits also to ensure good luck.
good crops., and good hcecalith and 1o ask
or protection from ewvil spirits. Gumu=
also believe spirits exist in nature (such
as in the rain and in lightning) and in
animals. grain. and even teeth:

The Gumu=z= strictly enforccec taboos con—
cerming food. They believe a woman

wall o bald if she drinks milk: a rman
awill la= if he eats cabbage; a
Wworman or er bhusband will become

extremely i1l if the worman eats por—
ridge wwhile preparing it.

Whecrt are thieir needs?

Most of the Gumuz have mever had a
chance to hear the Gospel. and few
Christian resources are available to
them at the presSent timme. Prayer is the

key to reaching  the umuz Wit the
Gospel of Christ.

Prayer Points

Pray that God will use the Guimu=

believers to share the love of Jesus with
theirsown pcecople.

Ask the 1.ord to send missionaries.
medical teams. and Christian teachers
to Tabor among the people.

Pray that God will reveal Himself to the
Gummuz through dreams and visions.

Pray for opportunities for the Gumuz= to
hear the ospel through Christian

radic. \‘




