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Abstract

The major aim of this study was to evaluate the Crescent 8 English
textbooks assigned for teaching the third secondary classes in public schools
in the State of Qatar according to the estimates of the teachers and
supervisors of English. The researcher tried to identify the strengths and
weaknesses of these books in ten domains: goals and objectives, cultural and
cognitive content, language skills, vocabulary, language structures,
assessment and exercises, methods of teaching, textbook layout, general
aspects, and additional materials. In addition, the study aimed at comparing
the workbook's exercises to the textbooks' tests in terms of the objectives
they measure, the cognitive levels they require, and the types of questions
they include.

The population of the study consisted of two parts. The first was the
population of teachers and supervisors which included all male and female
teachers and supervisors of the third secondary classes in the school year
2003-2004. The number of teachers was 132 and the number of supervisors
was 26. The second population consisted of all the exercises in the Crescent
8 English workbook and all the textbook tests' questions. The number of
exercises was 268 and the number of tests' questions was 600.

The researcher used too tools for this study: the teachers' and supervisors'
questionnaire which consisted of 150 items, and an inventory of content

analysis to sort out the objectives, the cognitive levels, and the types of



questions contained in the workbook exercises and textbook tests' questions.
Both tools were examined for validity and reliability by experts in the field

before application.

The major results of the study included:

1- There are statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > «) between the
teachers' estimates and the supervisors' estimates of the textbooks in
favor of the teachers'. The general estimate of both teachers and
supervisors of the book was "undistinguished".

2- According to the sample estimates, the books do not achieve 2.22% of
the questionnaire items at all. They achieve 27.41% of the items to a
low extent and 45.93% to a medium extent. This implies that 75% of
the items are not achieved by the books, which leads to the conclusion
that these books lack the characteristics of the "good textbook™
according to the estimates of teachers and supervisors.

3- There are statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > «) between the
estimates of the educationally qualified teachers and the non-
educationally qualified teachers regarding the domains of the textbooks

in favour of the estimates of the non- educationally qualified teachers.

4- There are no statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > o) between
the teachers' estimates and the supervisors' estimates of the textbooks
due to their experience in teaching and supervision.

5- There are statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > o) between the

percentages of reading exercises assigned to measure the reading
objectives and the marks assigned for the questions measuring these

objectives in the textbook's tests in the majority of theses objectives.
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There are no statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > o) between
the percentages of writing exercises assigned to measure the writing
objectives and the marks assigned for the questions measuring these
objectives in the textbook's tests in the majority of theses objectives.
There are no statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > o) between
the percentages of vocabulary exercises assigned to measure the
vocabulary objectives and the marks assigned for the questions
measuring these objectives in the textbook's tests in the majority of
theses objectives.

There are no statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > o) between
the percentages of grammar exercises assigned to measure the grammar
objectives and the marks assigned for the questions measuring these
objectives in the textbook's tests in the majority of theses objectives.
There are statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > oc)between the
percentages of the cognitive levels that the workbook's reading
exercises and the textbook's reading tests measure in favor of the
textbook's tests regarding the recall of knowledge, analysis and
evaluation levels and in favor of the workbook's exercises regarding the

comprehension level.

10- There are statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > oc)between the

percentages of the cognitive levels that the workbook's writing
exercises and the textbook's writing tests measure in favor of the
textbook's tests regarding the evaluation level and in favor of the

workbook's exercises regarding the synthesis level.

11- There are no statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > oc)between

the percentages of the cognitive levels that the workbook's vocabulary

exercises and the textbook's vocabulary tests measure.



12- There are statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > oc)between the
percentages of the cognitive levels that the workbook's grammar
exercises and the textbook's grammar tests measure in favor of the
workbook's exercises regarding the recall of knowledge and application
levels and in favor of the textbook's tests regarding the comprehension
level.

13- There are statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > oc)between the
percentages of the higher cognitive levels ( analysis. Synthesis,
evaluation) that the workbook's exercises and the textbook's tests
measure in favor of the textbook's tests.

14- There are statistically significant differences at ( 0.05 > oc)between the
percentages of the responses of production and recognition that the
workbook's exercises and the textbook's tests require in favor of the
textbook's tests regarding the response of recognition and in favor of the

workbook's exercises regarding the response of production.

Finally some recommendations were suggested in the light of the

results revealed. The most important of these were:

1. Changing the Crescent 8 English teaching textbooks, considering that
any modifications of the present course would be insufficient.

2. Rephrasing the aims and objectives of teaching English for the
secondary stage in general and for the third secondary class in specific
taking into account the contemporary developments in the field of
information technology and considering the integration and
coordination among the aims and objectives of all other school

subjects.



. Exam questions should be an adequate representative of the course
objectives and content - exam validity- .

. Inclusion and paying enough attention to the cognitive objectives that
measure the higher cognitive skills.

. Using Bloom's taxonomy as a guide to analysing the course content
and designing tests and examinations.

. new textbooks should include objectives and content that prepare
students for studying in colleges and universities in which English is
the medium of teaching and research.

. the content of the textbook should be related to the students' and

community's needs and interests.
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