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ABSTRACT

The aim of the study is to identify the role of alternative families in the care of children (1-
4 years) of unknown parents. The study included all the alternative families in Jabal Awlia
district; Khartoum state. The study involved 60 children (41 males and 19
females).Questionnaire and interview was used as tools to collect the data. Questionnaire
was designed and included three main areas: the area of alternative families, the area of
unknown child parents and the area of Dar Almaigoma.

The data was recorded and analyzed in percentage. The results showed that 73.3% of those
looking for child care are females. The reason for 47.7% is their unability to bring children.
The 85% of the families faced difficulties when they received the child. The 65% of the
families haves another sponsored child. The 60% of the alternative families said that, the
amount of money the receive in quite enough. The 71.7% of the families spend that money
on the child. The 81.7% of the families said that, the visits from the social worked are not
beneficial. The 46.7% of the families have the child in the same age of the child they
received. The 71.79% of the families leaves the child with their extended family when the
mother is a worker. The 61.7% of the unknown parents child were joined the kindergarten
.in 10% of the families, there in one person apposes the existence of the child in their
family.

The study recommended the activation of the alternative family program, the awareness
courses for the alternative families and extensive education for social specialists to follow
up the child. It is also recommended the continuous visits from the authorized personnel.
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