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Abstract




This study aimed to stand on the press performance in its coverage to
the referendum on the Southern Sudan, and the role of the press in the
professional political education process in the period (2009 - February
2011.) -applied to newspapers (Alintibaha and Alsahafa ) ,as such issues
were the first experience of Sudan in its political life , and it is important
to know their impact on the political situation, as this led at the end to the
separation of the South .

The study tried to answer the questions posed by the research, and to
deeply identify the process of journalistic practice- its advantages and
disadvantages, depending on those two Newspapers, as a sample of the
specified category in the period of the study.

The researcher adopted different methodologies; first the descriptive
analytical methodology, that works on the analysis and interpretation of
facts, The researcher also adopted the historical methodology ( due to the
historical dimension of the research topic), together with the methodology
of "comparative" content analysis, as well as the researcher used the
methods of observation and interview for access to scientific proven
results so as to benefit the Sudanese Studies in the future.
The researcher reached, through the study to many findings, namely:

the press news coverage process was the main observed phenomenon,
together with the weakness of the use of other editorial forms ( such as
reportage - dialogue — varieties , etc.) which are journalistic forms which
play role in the integrated press coverage, that leads to the formation of the
enlightened public opinion towards national issues including the National
Unity .

The study showed that AlSahafa was more balanced and objective in its

approach and did not support the articles favoring secession, compared to
Alintibaha newspaper which announced and promoted the call for
secession.
The researcher came to recommendations, the most important: newspapers
should work to make security, peace and unity as the main issues, and
maintain the cohesion of the nation's identity as a priority, and to work on
the use of all sorts of press coverage of their ability to form a unified vision
towards the nation's issues. Attention to training journalists inside and
outside the country - attention to photography and caricature art, as images,
to provide improvement of economic and social conditions of journalists
working environment. And to work to take advantage of digital
technologies in the computer and technical world of photography.
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