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ABSTRACT

This study aims to show the differences in aesthetic qualities

between The classic Diwani calligraphy and Diwani typographic fonts. It also
aimed to identify the Diwani Caligraphy in terms of its origins, types and
uses. The researcher followed a structured content analysis methodology, in
addition to a descriptive one. Accordingly, ten samples that constitute five
Diwani calligraphy works (by Hashim Mohamed Elbaghdadi) and five
Diwani fonts (MCS Diwanil S-U normal) were thoroughly compared by
observation. The study found that the Diwani fonts lacks several qualities
compared to the Diwani calligraphy which possesses better aesthetic appeal.
The Diwani fonts (usually done by computers) cannot match the skillfulness
of traditional calligraphers due to differences in tools and techniques of
writing. The traditional techniques of classic Diwani calligraphy follows
certain writing principles that retain its music and pleasing forms. However,
differences in shapes, lines and writing design in the classic Diwani
calligraphy are mainly decided by the calligrapher's talent and techniques
which is something cannot be captured in a specific set of technical principles

and customized rules.
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