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ABSTRACT

The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa , COMESA 1is an
economic conglomerate which aims at developing cooperation between
eastern and southern African states in all aspects of economic activities in in
pursuit of achieving economic cooperation between member states starting
by adopting zero tariff policy and ending with economic unity .

By so doing , African member states will qualify to join the world trade
organization (WTO). This study addresses the economic impacts of the
joining of sudan into COMESA . it has been desiged along the lines of
descriptive , analytical methodology which addresses the variables relevant
to the main issue .

In addition to the generale outline, this study falls into three main chapters
and ends with conclusions.

This study adopt an analytical approach to the variables which relates to
sudan forgien trade , and makes acomparison between the period before and
after — Sudan joining the COMESA .special effort is devoted to the study
and analytsis of Sudanese exports and imports within the context of
COMESA states in the period 1990-2005 ( the period covered by this study).

After general surveying Sudanese exports and imports the study proceeds
to analyse and cmpare the trade balance between Sudan and other COMESA
members during the period mentioned above .

One of the most important outcomes of this study has been that : the impact
of joining the COMESA on trade exchange with member states has been
very weak . despite the increase in the volume of exports and imports
between Sudan and other COMESA members , the trade balance has not
achieved any appreciable surplus ( the period 1990- 2005 ) , despite the
comparative advantage injoied by Sudan in production of some commodities
, moreover , it has been noticed that trade exchange between Sudan and
other COMESA members has been limited to two member states only
namely : Egypt and Kenya . in addition there are some other negative effects
on the Sudanese economy .

Sudan has been suffering greate losses in earnings as aresult of adopting
of zero tariff policy by tewelve COMESA member states — asitiuation which
undermines the promotion of the competitive states of Sudanese exports.

On the other hand , it is noticed that Sudanese exporters and importers
are not aware of the workings of COMESA ,

a sitiuation which jeopordises their ability to benefit from this agreement .

The study has come out with many recommendations , most important of

which :



extending wide range of information to exporters and importers about
the rules and procedures of the COMESA in order to obtain its
benefits .

encouraging and promoting exports by exploiting monetary and
financial policies, .

inceasing the competitive merits of Sudanese commodities.
Nevertheless, there remain great expectations for the manipulation of
the advantages of this agreement in the years to come , with the aim
of achieving economic unity between the COMESA member states.
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