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" O My Lord ! Expand my breast
Ease My task for me . And remove
the impediment from my speech , so
they may understand me : ".

The Holy Quran ,
Sorat Taha , Verses 25 - 28 .



AEAIXATION

To my dear husband
Habeeb Dallaali
To my dear son and daughter
Ahmed & Sura

To my dear parents ,
My sisters & my dear brother
Ibraheem in Iraq

To the soul of my dear uncle
Dr. Amir Alani
' Mercy be on his soul '

II



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Surely , no work of importance could be achieved without the
help and mercy of Allah , thanks and gratitude to Him .

I would like to extend my special thanks to the College of
Languages at Sudan University of Science and Technology for
granting me the permission to conduct this study . My sincere
gratitude is extended to my supervisor Dr. Abdalla Yassin , for his
continuous guidance , and valuable suggestions without which it

would have been difficult for this study to be completed .

I gratefully acknowledge my particular thanks and deep
indebtedness to all of these who helped me and provided me with

valuable knowledge .

I wish to record my sincere thanks to my husband and my
parents in Iraq for  their encouragement  and
love .

To the readers , my best wishes .

III



Table of Contents

Dedication ......ooeiiiiii e I
Acknowledgement ............ccoiiiiiiiiii I
Table of Contents ...........c.ooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiii, v
List of Tables ......ccooieiiiiiiii e IX
List of Abbreviation ..............ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiinn... X1
ADSLIact ... X1V

Chapter One

The General Framework of the Study

Introduction

1.1 Statement of the Problem

1.2 The Question of the research

1.3 Hypotheses

1.4 Significance of the Study

1.5 The Objectives of the Study .........................
1.6 Limitations of the Study

1.7 The Methodology of the Study

v



Chapter Two

Theoretical Framework of the Study ........................

2.1 A Historical Background of English Language

Teaching inthe Sudan .................oooiiiiii .

2.1.1 Review of Literature Related to the Teaching of

English as a Foreign Language ...................cocovinennn
2.1.2 Language AcqUiSition .............covvvveinieennnnnnnnnn.

2.1.3 Approaches to Foreign Language Teaching ...........

2.1.3.1 Behaviorism Approach and its Influence

on Language Teaching ...............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn.ns

2.1.3.2 The Mentalistic Approach and its Influence

on Language Teaching ................ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn.
2.1.4 Methods of Language Teaching ........................

2.1.4.1 The Grammar Translation Method ..................

2.1.4.2 The Direct Method

2.1.4.3 The Audio — Lingual Method ......................
2.1.4.4 The Eclectic Method .............ccooiiiiiin.anl.

2.1.5 Why Teach English ....................oooiinl.

2.2 Literature Review Related to the Previous
STUAIES ..ot

Studies which are related to the problems that face

Students of English Language in their performance in

studying English as a University Required Subject .........

10

10

24

25

29

29

32

34

34

36

37

39

40

42

42



Studies which are related to the problems facing

Teaching English ..., 51

Studies which are related to the problems in Materials ......... 54
2.3 Comments on the Previous Studies ........................ 59
Summary of chapter two ..............ccociiiiiiiiiii 63

Chapter Three

Methodology and Procedures of the Study

3.1 The Research Methodology ..............c.cooiiiiiinn..n. 64
3.2 Methods of Data Collection ...............cccovvvvnvinnn... 65
3.2.1 Description of Subjects ..........ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. 65
3.2.2 Description of Tools .......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin.. 68
3.2.2.1 Questionnaire I ...l 69
3.2.2.2 Questionnaire II ... 71
3.2.2.3 Aptitude Test 71
3.2.3 Data Collection Procedures ................... 74
3.2.3.1 Aptitude Test ....ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 75
3.2.3.2 The Two Questionnaires ....................... 76
3.3 Techniques of Data Analysis ..................... 77
3.3.1 Validity and Reliability .......................... 77
3.4 SUMMATY oot e 83

VI



Chapter Four

Data Analysis and Results ...............ccoooiiiiiiin... 84
4.1 Analysis and Results of Data

Collected from the Teachers ............................ 84
4.1.1 Part One : Biographical Information .................. 85
4.1.2 Part TWO oo 92
Summary of Teachers' Questionnaire ........................ 116
4.2 Analysis and Results of Data

Collected from the Students ..., 118
Summary of the Students' Questionnaire ..................... 129
4.3 Analysis and Results of Data
Collected from an Aptitude Test

For the Students ... 132
Summary of Students' Aptitude Test ........................ 140
Summary of Chapter Four ...................cccooiiiiil. 141

Chapter Five

Conclusions , Main Findings , Recommendation and
Suggestions for Further Research
5.1 Summary ..o 147
5.2 ConcClusion .........oooeiiiiiiiiiiiii e 154
5.3 Recommendations ..............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, 155

VII



5.4 Suggestions for Further Studies .....................

Bibliography

Appendix [
Appendix I
Appendix III

VIII

158

160

167

174
177



List of Tables

Table

2.1 Sudan School Certificate Examinations : Percentage

Oof  SuCCesS .oviiiiii 20
3.1 Distributions of the Teachers According to the University
where they are Teaching English as a University
Requirement ... 66
3.2 Distributions of the Students According to the Universities in
which  they are Studying English as a  University
Requirement .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiii 72

3.3 Distributions of Subjects According to Universities ...... 97

4.1 Distributions of Teachers According to the University
where they Work and their Academic Status ................. 86

IX

4.2 Universities where the Teachers get their Basic



Qualifications ..........ccciiiiiiiiiiii

4.3 Faculties from which Teachers Graduate ...............

4.4 Teachers' Post — graduate Qualifications in English ......

4.5 Number of Years which the Teachers Work at the
University Level ...,
4.6 Number of Years which the Teachers Work at
Pre — University Level ...,
4.7 Aims of Teaching English as a University Requirement
at Tertiary Level ...
4.8 Teachers' Responses about the Need for Revision
of the Syllabus ...
4.9 The Importance of a Good Knowledge of English
for the Students ..o
4.10 Teachers' Actual Materials Production ...............
4.11 The Usefulness of Teaching Speaking Skills .........
4.12 The Usefulness of Teaching Listening Skills .........
4.13 The Usefulness of Teaching Reading Skills .........
4.14 The Usefulness of Teaching Writing Skills ..........
4.15 The Average Size of the English Language
Class inthe University ............ceevvvviinnenennnnnn..

4.16 Students' Absenteeism in English Class .............

87

88

89

90

91

93

94

96
97
98
99
101
101

102
103



4.17

4.18

4.19

4.20

4.21

4.22

4.23

4.24

4.25

4.26

4.27

4.28

Distribution of the Teachers' Teaching Hours

along the Day Work ...,
The Standards of the Students in English

Language .......coooiiiiiiiiiii

The Role of the English Language in Tertiary
Education in Context of Arabicization ..........
Students' Awareness of the Value and Benefits

of Studying English in the University ..........

The Status of Teachers of English Language

as a University Required Subject ...............
Teachers' Chances and Opportunities of

Training ......oooiiiiiii e
The Attitude of the Top University Administration
Towards English as a University Requirement .........
The Attitude of the University Departments

Towards English Language ..............................
English Required Subjects' Recognition by

Different Departments as a Main Subject .............
Students' Ability in the four Skills : Listening ,
Speaking , Reading and Writing ........................
The Way which the Students can

Improve their English ...
Students' Opinion about the Importance

of English Language ...............ccciiiiiiiiiin...

XI

104

105

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

119

121

123



4.29 Students' Opinion about their Teachers .................. 124
4.30 Students' Opinion about Studying English as

Required Subject ........oooiiiiii 125
4.31 Students' Opinion about Studying English Language
before the University Levelonly .....................ooool. 127
4.32 Students' Feeling about English language

LeSSONS . .uiiiiii 128
4.33 Students' Ability in Comprehension ................... 133
4.34 Students' Ability in Grammar ........................... 135
4.35 Students' Ability in Spelling ...............ccoeeenll. 136
4.36 Students' Ability in Phonetics ......................... 137
4.37 Students' Ability in Vocabulary ........................ 139

XII



List of Abbreviations

EFL : English as a Foreign Language .

ELT : English Language Teaching .

ESP : English for Specific Purposes .

L1 : First Language

L> : Second Language .

SUST : Sudan University of Science and Technology .
U. of K. : University of Khartoum .

URS : University Required Subject .

XTI



Abstract

The objectives of this study are to analyse and identify the
problems that are liable to face teachers of English as a university
requirement at tertiary level in the capital Khartoum and explain the
reasons which caused these problems . Also this study aims to find
whether all the teachers of English as a university requirement are
qualified to teach such a subject and to receive training so as to ensure
a good standards of teaching .

The first chapter is allocated for the research plan .It consists of
the introduction , the research problem , the aims of the research , the
questions , the main hypothesis and the significance of the study .

Chapter two is a review of literature . It consists of two parts .
Part one deals with the historical background of teaching English in
the Sudan and review of literature related to teaching English as a
foreign language while the second part deals with the previous
studies .

Chapter three outlines the methodology that has been used in
the study so as to achieve the set of aims and objectives . It describes
the procedures followed to elicit the required information .Three
instruments for data collection are used . They are : two
questionnaires , one for the teachers and the other for the students and
an Aptitude Test for the students . It also describes data collection

techniques , reliability and validity of the study .

X1V



Chapter four reports the results and the discussions of the data
obtained through the ( teachers' questionnaire , Students' questionnaire
and an Aptitude test for the students ) analyzed , tabulated and
discussed .

The fifth chapter is devoted to the main findings
recommendations and suggestions for further studies .

The main findings of the study are :

1- The aims and objectives of teaching English as a university

requirement are not very well defined .

2- The majority of the English language teachers as a university
requirement at tertiary level in the capital Khartoum are not qualified
and even two of them are not specialized to teach English as a
major .

3- Most of the syllabuses which are designed to teach English as a
university requirement are not sufficient and not suitable to teach such
a subject .

4- Students are not fully aware of why they are learning English as a

university requirement .
5- English language teachers are facing many problems : class size ,

timetabling , lack of materials , lack of a clear administrative status

and lack of teacher training .
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