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ABSTRACT

Tomato is one of most popular and widely to matoes vegetables
in Sudan. However, Khartoum State is considered as one of the
main producing areas of the tomato crop in the Sudan.

The main objective is to study economics of tomato
production in Khartoum State. Specifically, the study is intended
to identify and analyse the main cost items, and to investigate
the socio-economlc characteristics of tomato growers, their
resource endowments .Moreover, the study will assess and
compare the profitability of tomato between the three different
geographical areas of production in Khartoum State. The study
depended mainly on primary data which was collected by direct
interviewing of tomato growers using a structured questionnaire.
The survey was carried out during the period March- June,
2005, to collect data for 2004-2005 season. Other sources of
information were also used as a secondary data. Crop budgets,
graphical and cross tabulations as well as simple statistical tools
were used in the data analysis.

The study found that, farmers were homogenous. since
almost all of them share the same characteristics. Harvest,
transportation, lIrrigation and rent of the land were the main
cost items in the three regions Harvest, Transportation and
Irrigation represented the highest cost in Omdurman region,

while harvest, transportation and rent land represented the



highest cost in Khartoum region. In Khartoum North, harvest,
transportation and irrigation represented the highest cost
among total cost of production .

Production of tomato in Khartoum state was found to
be profitable to the farmers, since they have positive gross
margins . According to their coefficient of private profitability,
the regions can be ranked in order as follows : Khartoum,
Omdurman and . Khartoum North.

The analysis of prices revealed that Khartoum recorded
the highest price, while Omdurman recorded the lowest. To
improve tomato production in Khartoum state the study
recommended the removal of production constraints specialty
irrigation, credit, improvement of extension services and the
provision of inputs at the right time and at reasonable market
prices. Further studies are needed in the areas of

marketing and processing of tomato.
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