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Abstract

The study aimed to evaluate the role of extension activities in developing the
producers’ capabilities through Gum arabic producers’ societies and its impact
on improving gum arabic production and marketing. The descriptive approach
was used through a social survey, in addition to the historical and the case study
approaches. A stratified random sample of 100 gum arabic producers was
selected form Shikan and Umm Rawaba localities. In addition, a purposive
sample was selected from extension officers and other stakeholders dealing with
gum arabic production. Study data was collected by means of a questionnaire,
interviews, observations and group discussions. Further, data was analyzed
using SPSS. Moreover, the chi-square test and the Likert test were used
respectively to measure the significance of the differences between the variables
and measuring attitudes and opinions. The study revealed the vast majority of
respondents were males, which might be related to the harsh conditions of gum
production. Respondents expressed dissatisfaction concerning the role of
producers’ societies as they did not contribute to the gum arabic production
improvement in the study area. However, the level of funding had the greatest
Impact in raising the efficiency of gum arabic production and marketing.
Moreover, the study showed no significant relationship between the extension
activities (training and visits) and gum arabic production and marketing. Based
on these results, the study suggested empowerment of producers’ societies to
encourage involvement of small scale producers. So, societies would inspire and
facilitate women and youth participation in this profession. Last but not least,
extension authorities should give more consideration to marketing extension;
though strengthening extension staff capabilities pertaining to the gum
production enterprise need not be overemphasized.
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