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ABSTRACT

Since 2003 Darfur Region in Western Sudan was suffering from bloody
conflict. This ongoing Conflict in Darfur attracted attention of
international media outlets, when displaced people and violence spread
everywhere in Darfur. International media framed Darfur conflict as Arab
against African. In other hand Sudan national media described the
conflict as farmers and nomads conflict.

Ongoing crisis in Darfur is good case to examine media effects. To
understand role of media in escalation of conflict and peace building
process, this study will examine media effects on conflict transformation
and peace building. This research explores how radio influence audience
attitude on issues of conflict and peace.

The study adopted mixed method, descriptive survey design which helped
in collecting a large number of people opinion, also the study employed
interview that helped to involving experts’ views and comparing their
opinion.

The results were analyzed with SPSS computer software, which assisted
in computation of responses. Also results were analyzed along qualitative
analysis approach, which helped in analyzing experts’ views.

The research hypotheses were test with the use of Chi-Square test,
because of the nature of the hypotheses as principally aimed at testing
significant association between variables. Based on findings, it was
concluded that there is a positive relation between media effects and
conflict transformation and peace building, coverage of radio stations has
a significant effect on attitude towards conflict transformation and peace
building.

This study found that Darfur conflict is re-escalated due to media
coverage. There is information need and competitive challenges will
require many radio stations to change reporting approach, coverage plan
and editorial guides of operation.
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