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Abstract

The first and second chapters of this Book review two of the most
important historical events in the Sudan during the period 1880 —1890.
The consequences of which mapped the future and the development of

Sudan in later years.

The first chapter sheds light on the Hicks Pasha campaign of 1883; it
provides an in—depth analysis identifying the basis of the failure and the
direct outcomes. In the second chapter, the book focuses on General
Gordon culminating in the fall of Khartoum 1884 — 1885. It identifies
what were the main causes of the fall of Khartoum and the creation of

the Mahdia State.

The two chapters consider, in general, the geographical backgrounds,
living conditions, people, but importantly, the major characters involved
in the conflict. The chapters examine the strategic and tactical decisions
made by the commanders of both armies throughout the different
battles. It identifies that there were times when, to the detriment of the
outcome, commanders never lost sight of their beliefs, personal

qualities, motives and religious faith.
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