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Abstract 
 

    This research is about shaw's Satirical Attitude to man-woman  
Relationship in his plays. Through his satirical interpretation of the 
passive side of these relationships, he intends to reform this passivity of 
man-woman relationship through offering the New Woman who is 
capable of conquering her difficulties and challenges and thereby 
working to be changed for better through her strong-willed character, 
contrary to the woman of the previous centuries who was submissive and 
weak as well. The descriptive, and analytical method has been applied in 
this study. The main findings are: The analysis of man-woman 
relationship has enriched these plays through generating many 
interpretations and critical perspectives also the analysis of man- woman 
relationship has shed much light on the various dimensions of the 
characters of these plays through displaying conflict among these 
characters particularly men and women and thereby projecting the impact 
of this conflicts on the scene  of their lives.The study recommends that: 
Much  care and consideration must be directed to conflict between 
husbands and wives and who it affects their children's lives and 
careers. Much encouragement should be given to the appearance of 
the new woman so as to reform the passive aspects of her society.  
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 المستخلص

موقف شو الساخر من علاقة الرجل بالمرأة عبر التفسیر الساخر  تناول هذا البحث
هذه السلبیة من علاقة الرجل بالمرأة  إصلاحقصد شو . للجانب السلبي لهذه العلاقة

المرأة الجدیدة والتي تمتلك القدرة للتغلب علي مشاكلها وتحدیاتها  إبرازوذلك عبر 
، خلافاً للمرأة في الصورة السابقة والتي كانت تعاني  الأفضلوبالتالي التغییر  نحو 
  .من الضعف والخضوع

لنتائج المهمة التي توصلت الیها من ا. استخدمت الدراسة  المنهج الوصفي التحلیل
تحلیل  علاقة الرجل بالمرأة اثري كثیراً هذه المسرحیات  وذلك عن طریق :  الدراسة
اً ؤ ذلك تحلیل هذه العلاقة قد القي ض إلي بالإضافةتفاسیر ومناظیر عدیدة  إیجاد

ء الصراع بین الرجال والنسا بإظهاركثیرا علي جوانب مختلفة لهذه الشخصیات وذلك 
  .واثر ذلك في حیاتهم

یوجه نحو الصراع بین  إنالدراسة بان كثیراً من الرعایة والاهتمام یجب  أوصت
الأطفال ، علاوة علي ذلك یجب ان یوجه علي مستقبل وحیاة   تأثیرهوكیفیة  الأزواج

كثیراً من التأكید عن العلاقة الفكریة بین الرجل والمرأة وان تجشع المرأة الجدیدة عند 
  هور وذلك حتي تتمكن من إصلاح الجوانب السلبیة في مجتمعها الظ

  
  
  



v 
 

Table of Contents 

Dedication……………………….…………………............................ i 

Acknowledgement……………………………………........... ii 

Abstract (English)……………………………………….………..…. iii 

Abstract (Arabic)…………………………….……..….………..…... iv 

Table of Contents…………………………….......…………….......... v 
 CHAPTER ONE: Introduction……………………………....…... 1 

1.0 General Review of Man-woman Relationship…………………….. 1 

1.1 Statement of the Problem…….………………………….……........ 4 

1.2 Significance of the Study………..……………………………….. 4 

1.3 Objectives of the Study……………………...…………………….. 5 

1.4 Method of the Study……………………….……………………… 5 

 CHAPTER TWO: Theoretical Background andLiterature Review. 6 

2.0 Part(I): Theoretical Background………..……….……….……… 6 

2.1 Man-woman relationship in Judaism…………………….……………... 6 

2.2 Woman from Christian perspective…………..……………..………….. 11 

2.3 Women from Islamic perspective…………..…..………………...…..… 12 

2.31 Plato's  views on love  12 

2.3.2 Aristotle’s conception of women 13 

2.3.3 Arthur Schopenhauer’s attitude towards women 14 

2.3.4 Nietzsche’s views on women 15 

2.4 Some psychologists’ opinions on man-woman relationship……………. 14 

2.4.1 Gender differences in emotional expression 17 

2.5 Sociologists’ views on man-woman relationship………..………………. 20 

2.6 Feminism……………………………………………………..…………. 21 

2.7 Outcomes of feminism...................... 22 

2.8 Relation of feminism to literature 23 



vi 
 

2.9 Shaw’s attitude toward women 23 

  Summary 26 

 Part (II) Literature Review…………..………………....……… 22 

2.0 Introduction………………………………………………………… 27 

2.1 Arrange marriages………………………………………………….. 27 

2.2 Adverse  aspects of man-woman relationship……………………… 30 

2.3 Positive aspects in the relation between man and woman………….. 38 

2.4 Shaw’s depiction of man- woman relationship through reforming 
perspective.  ………………………………………………………. 

39 

 summary 50 

  CHAPTER THREE: Shaw’s Dramatic Techniques, His Art, and  
Personality 

52 

3.0 Introduction……………………………………………………….. 52 

3.1 The dramatic techniques used by Shaw….……………………….. 52 

3.2 Satire……………………………….…..…………………………. 52 

3.3 The use of paradoxes in man-woman relationship……………….. 55 

3.4 Shaw’s art and personality……………..…………………… 59 

3.4.1 Shavian theatre as a medium of social reform…………………….. 59 

3.5 Shaw’s personality…………………………………………..…....……. 67 

 Summary ……………………………………………………………….. 69 

4 CHAPTER FOUR: Analysis of Selected Plays…………….…. 71 

4.0 Introduction………………………………………………….. 71 

4.1 Pygmalion ……………..…………………………………..…. 71 

4.2 Eliza independence acquires a new identity     72 

4.2.1 Eliza as is a strong-willed girl 73 

4.2.2 Eliza  as a patient student.……………...…. 74 

4.2.3 Eliza  does the impossible……………………………….. 74 

4.2.4 Eliza  and man's domination………………………………. 75 



vii 
 

4.2.5 Eliza is not a passionate lover…………………….. 75 

4.2.6 The relation between Eliza and Higgins……………… 76 

4.2.7 Eliza  fails to save Higgins from his misogamy 77 

4.2.8 Eliza  can not control Higgins' narcissism…. 78 

4.2.9 Eliza  and the sense of dignity…………….. 79 

4.2.10 Eliza as a civilized girl………………………………………. 79 

4.2.11 Eliza and poverty……………………………………….. 80 

4.2.12 Eliza and her new  career………………………………………. 80 

4.2.13 Eliza’s change comes through education………………………………. 81 

4.2.14 Emergence of the new woman………………………….. 81 

4.2.15 Eliza fails to change Higgins………………………………………….. 82 

4.3 Man and superman…………………………………… 82 

4.3.1 Ann Whitefield as a determined girl ………………………… 84 

4.3.2 Ann Whitefield and life preservation 85 

4.3.3 Ann Whitefield is a religious girl………………………………… 86 

4.3.4 Ann and the emotional balance…………………………………… 86 

4.3.5 Ann changes Tanner into a realistic man………………………… 88 

4.3.6 Ann as a New Woman………………………………………………….. 89 

4.3.7 Ann as an emancipated woman………………………………….. 90 

4.3.8 Ann as representative of the New Woman………………………….. 90 

4.3.9 Ann and security in marriage……………………………………. 91 

4.4 Arms and the Man……………………………………………….. 92 

4.4.1 1 Louka is an ambitious girl…………………………………….. 94 

4.4.2 Louka is a girl of great dignity………………………………….. 94 

4.4.3 Louka’s liability to be a New Woman…………………………… 95 

4.4.4 Raina as a realistic girl…………………………………………… 96 

4.4.5 The relationship between Raina and Bluntschli……………………. 97 

4.4.6 Raina as civilized girl……………………………………………….. 97 



viii 
 

4.4.7 Raina's change ……………………………………………………… 98 

4.4.8 Raina acquires new values …………………………………………. 99 

4.4.9 Women pursue men…………………………………………………. 99 

4.4.10 Intelligence wins as for Raina and Louka…………………………… 100 

4.4.11 Raina and Louka as New Women……………………………………….. 102 

4.5 The Apple Cart……………………………………………………… 105 

4.5.1 Orinthia  and Jemima………………………………………………. 105 

4.5.2 Orinthia is full of life……………………………………………….. 106 

4.5.3 The absence of an intelligent wife………………………………….. 107 

4.5.4 Orinthia between Jemima and Magnus………………………………. 108 

4.5.5 Orinthia’s weakness ………………………………………………….. 109 

4.5.6 Orinthia is exploited by Magnus…………………………………….. 109 

4.5.7 Orinthia the nominal mistress………………………………………… 111 

4.5.8 Orinthia the emancipated woman……………………………………. 112 

4.6 Major Barbara……………………………………………………….. 112 

4.6.1 Barbara and the issue of foundling…………………………………… 114 

4.6.2 Major Barbara as a rebel……………………………………………… 116 

4.6.3 Major Barbara  and Joan of Arc……………………………………… 116 

4.6.4 Barbara and her parents’ conflict……………………………………. 117 

4.6.5 The relation between Barbara and her father…………………………. 118 

4.6.6 Barbara and the search for identity ………………………………….. 119 

4.6.7 Barbara is influenced by her father’s romanticism………………….. 120 

4.6.8 Reconciliation between Barbara and her parents…………………… 121 

4.7 Candida…………………………………………………………….. 122 

4.7.1 Candida as a rational woman………………………………………… 123 

4.7.2 Candida and women’s rights…………………………………………. 124 

4.7.3 Candida’s irony of her husband………………………………….. 125 

4.7.4 Candida and morality……………………………………………..  126 



ix 
 

4.7.5 Absence of romanticism in Candida’s life ………………………….. 126 

4.7.6 Candida and Marchbanks' appearance……………………………… 127 

4.7.7 Candida between Morel and Marchbanks………………………….. 128 

4.7.8 Candida, theNew Woman………………………………………………… 129 

4.7.9 Candida thinks that  money is not everything……………………. 129 

4.8 Caesar and Cleopatra……………………………………………….. 130 

4.8.1 The educational relationship between Caesar and Cleopatra……….. 132 

4.8.2 Cleopatra and the issue of ruling……………………………………. 133 

4.8.3 Cleopatra is against positive change………………………………… 135 

4.8.4 Cleopatra, the New Woman……………………………………………….. 137 

 Summary ……………………………………………………………. 137 

  CHAPTER FIVE: Comparison and contrast……………….. 141 

5.0 Introduction…………………………………………………… 141 

5.1 Lady Britomart and Mrs. Morel……………………………… 145 

5.2 The Rainbow and Man and Superman………………..……... 146 

5.3 Lady Windermere’s Fan and Candida…………………….…. 147 

5.4 Woman of No Importance and Major Barbara…………….... 149 

5.5 The Importance of Being Earnest and Arms and the Man.… 150 

5.6 Candida and the Ideal Husband ………………….…………... 153 

5.7 Salome and Man and Superman…………………..………….. 154 

 Summary……………………………………………………….. 156 

6 CHAPTER SIX: Conclusion and Recommendations 158 

6.0 Conclusion  ………………………………….……………… 158 

6.1 Recommendations……………………………………………. 162 

 Bibliography……………………………………………………. 163 

 


