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Abstract

The book entitled, the intentional teacher: choosing the best strategies for young children’s
learning, has two main parts. The first chapters lay out the meaning of “Intentional Teacher.”
Chapter one introduces the concept of intentional teaching and explains the rationale for
promoting children’s learning of knowledge and skills in a blend of both child-guided and
adult-guided experience. These terms and others which are used throughout the book are
defined and discussed, in a particular intentional, teaching, and content. Chapter two briefly
reviews the best practices that underlie all developmentally based programs as teachers
engage children with content across diverse areas of early learning. Next, curriculum chapters
address the intentional teaching of content. They constitute the bulk of the book, exploring
young children’s learning and the intentional teacher’s role in that learning in five domains:
Language and Literacy, Mathematics and Scientific Inquiry, (Social Skills and
Understandings, Physical Movement, and The Visual Arts), these three areas are the
focal point of the research. Each chapter begins with an overview of the area, and then
identifies the knowledge and skills children seem to acquire primarily through child-guided
versus adult-guided learning experience. Many practical teaching strategies are presented and
illustrated with anecdotal examples. The teaching strategies the author offers here certainly do
not constitute a complete list. Because this book intends to explore new grounds, each chapter
ends with Questions for Further Thought. It is hoped these questions spur ongoing debate and
inspire teacher-educators and practioners to continuously examine their ideas and practices.
The book closes with the chapter entitled Reflections on intentional teaching. It offers general
guiding principles of intentional teaching to help practioners apply these ideas across all
learning domains and situations.

The importance of the Book

1. To take a reasoned and reasonable look at the instructional divides in early childhood
and attempt to find common ground in these debates. This book is intended to
encourage reflection about our principles and practices.

2. To broaden our thinking about appropriate early curriculum content and related
teaching strategies. The new focus on early literacy, mathematics, and science is
beneficial and essential; but we must keep social-emotional, physical, and creative
development in the curriculum too.

3. The primary objective of this book is to provide specific ideas and strategies for
interacting with children in key subject areas. For example, children’s solitary and
peer play present many opportunities for teachers to promote learning, and teachers
can plan explicit instructional activities based on the interests they observe in
children’s spontaneous play. Nevertheless, an awareness of what content young
children are more likely to acquire through one mode or the other can give adults a
leg up as they strive to be planful, thoughtful, and intentional in their teaching.
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Ten monkeys jumping on the bed

One fell off and broke his head
This song is intended to encourage children to name body parts
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