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Abstract

This research is a translation of the first part of the
story “l am Malala”. Tuesday 9" of October 2012 made
a difference to the life of the Pakistani girl "Malala
Yousafzai", when the Taliban attacked a bus in which
she was travelling with her friends from school to
home. She was hit by a bullet which pierced her left
eye socket and exited under her left shoulder. She was
the victim of the Taliban belief that girls should not go
to school. The other reason was her father's outspoken
hostility to the Taliban movement.

Pashtun tribes, to which Malala relates, usually
welcome the newly born baby if it is a boy and the
condolences will be conveyed to her father if it is a
girl. However, for Malala, her father loved her from the
first moment and he was always proud of her but
couldn't celebrate for he was so poor that he could not
even afford to buy her a new bed.

She was named after “Malalai of Maiwand”, the
greatest heroine of Afghanistan. Pashtuns are proud
people of many tribes spread between Pakistan and
Afghanistan. There is a law which obliges them to give
hospitality to all guests whatever the circumstances.
The worst thing that can happen to a Pashtun is loss of
dignity. Shame is a very terrible thing for a Pashtun
man. They have a saying: "Without honour, the world
counts for nothing”. Pashtuns fight and feud among
themselves so much, but, they always come together
against outsiders who try to conquer their lands.

For Malala, the "Swat Valley”, where she was born and
raised, was the most beautiful place in the world. The
Valley is a Kingdom of magnificent mountains,
cascading waterfalls and crystal clear lakes. Therefore,
there is a sign at the valley entrance saying (welcome
to Paradise). She lived a great childhood playing and
having fun with her peers in the Valley, with the
change of seasons, with the winds of autumn, the
cold, the snow that covers the region with a bright
white color, and then by spring eucalyptus flowers
blossom with greenery and flourishing orchards with
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various kinds of delicious fruits. So people often refer
to the Swat Valley as the (Switzerland of the orient),
where the first ski resort in Pakistan is visited by rich
people on holidays who enjoy the fresh air, the
pleasant scenery, music and dance festivals.

As Malala’s father was proud of his daughter, she was
highly impressed by her father, her source of pride.
Although he grew up facing the problem of stuttering
and stumbling in the pronunciation of words in the
correct way, but with his personal effort and his
father's efforts he could overcome this problem.

There have been several events that changed many
of the life in the Swat Valley, for the Valley became
part of Pakistan in 1969. Gen. Zia ul-Haq seized power
in Pakistan and executed the elected Prime Minister
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. For that reason Pakistan earned a
bad reputation around the world, and the USA stopped
its aid to it, leading General Zia ul-Hagq campaign to
the Islamization of the State, where the lives of
women became more complicated. After that followed
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, which prompted
millions of Afghans to flee and "General Zia ul-Haqg"
gave them asylum. The fall of the Shah of Iran helped
the flow of billions of dollars from the United States
and Western countries to Pakistan, alongside the flow
of weapons, intelligence agencies and fighters from
several States to combat the Communist expansion. It
is noteworthy that young people who joined the clergy
in the village in the name of Islam to fight the
Russians, after several years became the Taleban
movement (which means: The religious students).
Malala’s mother joined the school when she was 6
years old, and was the only girl in a boy's class,
something unusual in a village community. However
she concluded that going to school was futile, because
eventually she would end up in cooking, cleaning and
caring of children like the rest of the girls, so she stops
going to school. Malala’s father reads a lot of books
and writes poems and he believes that lack of
education is the basis of all the problems in Pakistan.
He joined the Faculty of "Jehanzeb" during the period
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in which Gen. Zia ul-Haq died in a mysterious plane
crash and Benazir Bhutto subsequently won the
national elections and became the Prime Minister. The
students’ movement activated and “Yousafzai”, the
father of Malala, was appointed as Secretary General
of the Student Union of Pashtuns. Yousafzai, with one
of his friends, opened a school in the town of Mingora
but did it not survive as they faced the most important
problem which was a lack of adequate funding.

Malala grew up in a poor family but nonetheless she
used to go with her family to their village to spend the
Eid vacation with luggage laden with gifts for the
family. That after the difficulties of a trip of about five
hours on a path follows the river Swat, edged with
emerald mines, green rice fields, then springs and
waterfalls, and finally the village up onto "Shangla"
top.
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PROLOGUE

TheDayMyWorld
Changed

COME FROM acountrywhich wascreated

a gmidnight.When
(I;lmost dieditwasjust aftermidday

eyearagolleftmyhome forschool
andneverreturned. | wasshot byaTalibanbullet and
wasflownout ofPakistanuncone scious. Some people say
Iwill never return home but Ibelieve firmly inmyheart that
Iwill. Tobetorn fromthe'countrythat youloveisnot
.somethingtowishonanyone
Now, every morning when lopen my eyes, llong to see
my old room full of my things, my clothes all over the
floor and myschool prizes ontheshelves.Instead
laminacountrywhich is fivehours behind
mybelovedhomelandPakistanandmyhome in the
SwatValley. Butmycountryiscenturiesbehind this one.
Here there isany convenience youcanimagine .Water
running from every tap, hot or cold asyou wish; lights
atthe flickofaswitch, day and night, no need foroillamps;
ovens to cook on that don't need anyone to go and fetch
gas cylindersfrom the bazaar. Here everything
issomodern onecanevenfindfoodready cookedin
.packets

When |stand infront
cofmywindowandlookout,lseetallbuild

ings,long roads fullofvehiclesmovinginorderly lines,neat
green hedges and lawns, and tidypavementstowalk

5



on.lclosemyeyes and foramoment lamback inmyvalley -
the high snow-topped mountains,greenwaving
fieldsandfreshbluerivers -andmyheart smiles when itlooks
atthepeople ofSwat.Mymind transportsme

1
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back tomy school and there lam reunited with myfriends
and teachers.Imeet mybestfriend
Monibaandwesittogether,talking andjoking asiflhad
.neverleft

.Then IrememberlaminBirmingham,England

Thedaywhen
everythingchangedwasTuesday,osOctober2012.It wasn't
thebest ofdaystostart with asitwasthe middle ofschool
exams,though as abookishgirl Ididn't mind them
.asmuch as some ofmyclassmates

That morningwearrived inthe narrow mud lane offHaji
Baba Road inour usual processionofbrightlypainted
rickshaws,spute tering dieselfumes,
eachonecrammedwith fiveorsixgirls. Since the time ofthe
Talibanour school has had no sign and the ornaes mented
brass door in awhite wall across from the woodcutter's
.yard givesnohint ofwhatliesbeyond

For usqirlsthatdoorway was likeamagicalentrance
toour

Own specialworld. Asweskippedthrough,wecast offour
heade scarveslike winds puffingaway clouds to make way
for the sun then ran helter-skelterupthe steps. Atthe
topofthe stepswasan

open courtyardwith doors toallthe
classrooms.Wedumped our backpacksinourrooms
thengatheredformorningassemblyunder the sky,our
backs tothemountains aswestood toattention.One
girlcommanded, 'Assaanbash!' or'Stand atease!' and
weclicked our heels and responded, ‘'Allah: Then she
said, 'Hoosheyar!' or Attention!'andweclickedour
:heelsagain. 'Allah

The school was foundedby my father before Iwasborn,
and on the wall above uskHUSHAL scHooL was painted
proudlyin red and white letters. Wewent toschool

sixmorningsaweek and
7
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asafifteen-year-oldinYear9myclasseswerespent
chantingchem-e icalequationsorstudyingUrdu
grammar;writing storiesinEnglish with morals like'Haste
makes waste' ordrawingdiagramsofblood circulation-
most ofmyclassmateswanted tobedoctors.It'shard
toimaginethat anyonewould seethat asathreat. Yet;
outsidethe door totheschool laynotonlythe noise and
,CrazinessofMingora
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themain cityofSwat, butalsothoseliketheTalibanwhothink
.girls should not gotoschool
That morninghad begun like any other, though a little
later
thanusual. It was exam time so school started at nine
instead ofeight, which was good asldon't like getting up
and can sleep throughthe crowsofthecocksandtheprayer
callsofthemuezzin. Firstmyfather wouldtrytorouse me.'Time
togetup,Janimun: he would say.This
means'soulmate'inPersian,and healwayscalled methat
atthe start oftheday.'Afewmore minutes,Aba,please;l'd
beg, then burrowdeeper under the quilt. Then mymother
would come.'Pisha;shewould call. Thismeans
‘cat'andishername forme. Atthis pointlo realizethetime and
shout, 'Bhabi, I'mlate!'Inour culture,every man isyour
‘brother' and every woman your 'sister: That's how wethink
ofeach other. When my father first brought his
wifetoschool, allthe teachersreferredtoher as'my
brother's wife' or Bhabi. That's howitstayedfrom then
.on.Weall callher Bhabinow

Islept inthe long room atthe front ofour house, and the
only

furniture was abed and acabinet which Ihad bought with
some ofthe money l|had been given asan award for
campaigningfor peace inour valleyand the right
forgirlstogotoschool.Onsome shelveswere allthe
gold-coloredplastic cups and trophieslhad won forcoming
firstinmyclass.Only twice had Inot come top- both times
when Iwasbeaten bymyclassrivalMalkae-Noor.lwas
.determined itwould nothappenagain

The schoolw as notfarfrom myhome and lused towalk,
but
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since the start oflastyear Ihad been going with other
girlsbybus. ltwasajourneyofjustfive minutesalongthestinky
stream, pastthe giant billboardforDr.Humayuns Hair
Transplantinstitutewhere wejoked that one ofour bald
male teachersmust havegone when hesuddenlystarted
tosprout hair. lliked the bus becauseldidn't
getassweatyaswhen Iwalked,and Icould chat with
myfriends and gossipwith Usman Ali,the driver,who
wecalled Bhailan,or

.Brother:Hemade usalllaugh withhiscrazy stories'
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Ihad started taking the bus becausemy mother was
scared of mewalking onmyown.Wehadbeen gettingthreats
allyear.Some were inthe newspapers,some were notes
ormessagespassed on bypeople.Mymother
wasworriedabout me,but the Taliban had never come
foragirland Iwasmore concernedthey would target
myfather ashe was alwaysspeakingout against them. His
close friend andfellowcampaignerZahid Khan hadbeen
shotintheface inAugust onhiswaytoprayers andlknew
:everyonewastellingmy father, Take care,you'll benext
Our street could notbereachedbycar,socoming home
Iwould getoffthe bus on the road below bythe stream and
gothrough abarred iron gate and up aflight of
steps.lthought ifanyone

attackedmeitwould beonthose steps. Likemyfather
I'vealways

been adaydreamer,and sometimesinlessonsmymind
would drift and I'dimaginethat on the wayhome aterrorist
might jump out and shoot meonthose steps.
Iwonderedwhat Iwould do.Maybe I'dtake offmy shoes and
hit him, but then I'dthink ifldid that there would beno
differencebetweenme and aterrorist.itwould bebetter
toplead, <OK,shoot me,but firstlisten tome.What
youaredoing iswrong. I'mnot
:againstyoupersonally,ljustwantevery girltogotoschool

lwasn't scaredbutlhad started making
surethegatewaslocked

atnight andasking Godwhat happenswhen
youdie.ltoldmybest friend Monibaeverything.We'dlived
onthe same street when we were little and been friends
since primary school and weshared everything, Justin
Bieber songs and Twilightmovies,the best
face-lightening creams.Her dream was to be afashion
designer althoughsheknew her family would never agree
toit,soshetold everyoneshewanted tobeadoctor. It'shard
forgirlsinoursociety tobeanythingother than
teachersordoctors ifthey canwork at all.lwas different-
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Inever hid my desire when Ichangedfrom

wantingtobeadoctor
towantingtobeaninventororapolitician.
Monibaalwaysknew ifsomethingwaswrong. Don't worry:
:Itold her.(TheTalibanhavenever comeforasmall girl

4
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When ourbuswascalled,werandown the steps.Theother
girls allcoveredtheir heads before emergingfrom the door
and climbe ing up into the back Thebus wasactuallywhat
wecalladyna, a white ToyotaTownAcetruckwiththree
parallel benches,onealong either sideand
oneinthemiddle.ltwascrampedwith twentygirls and three
teachers.lwassitting onthe leftbetweenMonibaand a
girlfrom the yearbelow called Shazia Ramzan,holdingour
exam folderstoour chests and our school bagsunder our

feet
After thatitisallabit hazy. Iremember thatinside the dyna
itwas hot and sticky.The cooler days were late coming and
only the farawaymountainsofthe Hindu Kush had
afrostingofsnow. Theback where wesathad
nowindows,just thick plastic sheeting atthe sides which
flapped and wastoo yellowedand dusty to see
through.Allwecould seewasalittle stamp ofopen skyout
ofthe back and glimpsesofthesun, atthat time
ofdayayelloworbfloate inginthe dust that
.streamedovereverything

| rememberthat the bus turned right off the main road
at

the armycheckpoint asalwaysand rounded the corner
past the desertedcricket ground.ldon't
rememberanymore

Inmydreams about theshootingmyfather
isalsointhebusand heisshot with me, and then there are
.men everywhereand lam searchingformyfather

Inreality whathappenedwaswesuddenlystopped.On
ourleft
was the tomb ofSher Mohammad Khan, the

financeminister of the firstruler ofSwat,allovergrownwith
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grass, and on our right thesnack factory.Wemust havebeen
lessthan 200metersfrom the checkpoint
We couldn'tseein front, but ayoung bearded man in
*light

coloredclotheshad stepped into the road and wavedthe
.van down

IsthistheKhushalSchoolbus?'heasked ourdriver.Usman '
Bhai

Janthoughtthiswasastupid questionasthe name
.waspainted on the side.'Yes;hesaid
Ineed informationabout some children; saidtheman'
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.Youshould gototheoffice;saidUsman Bhaijan'
Ashewasspeaking another youngman inwhite
approachedthe back ofthe van. 'Look, it'sone ofthose
journalists coming toask
foraninterview;saidMoniba.Sincel'dstarted
speakingatevents with myfather tocampaignforgirls'
education and against those likethe Talibanwho want
tohide usaway, journalistsoften came,
.evenforeigners,though notlikethis intheroad

The manwas wearingapeaked cap and looked like
acollege student.Heswunghimself
.ontothetailboardatthebackandleaned inright overus
.Who isMalala?'hedemanded'
Noonesaidanything,butseveralofthegirlslooked
.atme.lwas theonlygirlwith myfacenot covered

That's whenhelifted up ablack pistol. llater learneditwas a
Colt 45. Some ofthe girls screamed.Monibatellsme
.Isqueezed herhand

Myfriends sayhefired threeshots, one after
another.Thefirst went throughmylefteyesocket and out
under myleftshoulder.l slumpedforwardonto
Moniba,blood coming from myleftear,so theother
twobullets hitthe girlsnext tome.One bulletwent into
Shazia'slefthand. Thethird
wentthroughherleftshoulderandinto theupper right arm
.ofKainat Riaz

Myfriends later toldme the gunman'shand
.wasshakingashe fired

Bythetime wegottothehospitalmylonghair
.andMoniba'slap werefullofblood

.Who isMalala?lamMalala andthis ismystory
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PART ONE

Before
theTaliban
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Soreysoreypagolorashey
Dabenangai awazderamashamayena

Rather Ireceive your bullet-riddled body with honour
Than newsofyour cowardiceonthebattlefield

Traditional)
(Pashtocouplet
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ADaughterlsBor
N
H L vAsIborn, people in our village
co rated with mymother and nobody

corigratulated myfather. larrived atdawn
easthelaststarblinked out.WePash

tuns seethisasanauspicioussign.Myfather
didn'thaveanymoney forthehospitalorforamidwife
soaneighborhelped atmybirth. Myparents'first
childwasstillbornbut Ipopped outkicking and
screaming.lwasagirlinaland
whereriflesarefiredincelebration ofason, while
daughtersarehidden awaybehind acurtain,their
.roleinlifesimply toprepare food andgivebirth tochildren
Formost Pashtunsit'sa gloomydaywhen adaughteris
born. My father's cousin Jehan Sher Khan Yousafzaiwasone
ofthe fewwho cametocelebratemybirth
andevengaveahandsomegiftofmoney. Yet,hebroughtwith
him avast family tree ofour clan,the Daloke
helYousafzai,going right back
tomygreat-great-grandfather and showingonly the male
line.Myfather, Ziauddin, isdifferentfrom most
Pashtunmen. Hetookthetree,drewalinelikealollipop
fromhisname and atthe end ofithewrote, '‘Malala' Hiscousin
laughed inastonishment. Myfather
didn'tcare.Hesayshelooked intomy eyesafterlwasborn and
fellinlove.Hetold people, 'lknow there issomething
differentabout this child: He even asked friends to throw



dried fruits, sweets and coins into mycradle, somethingwe
.usually onlydoforboys

Iwas namedafter Malalai ofMaiwand,the greatest

heroine of Afghanistan. Pashtuns area proud people of
many tribes split

betweenPakistanandAfghanistan.Weliveaswehaveforcent
uries
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byacode calledPashtunwali, which
obligesustogivehospitalityto allguests and inwhich
themost important value isnang orhon- our. Theworst
thingthat canhappen toaPashtunislossofface.
Shameisavery terriblething foraPashtunman. Wehave
asaye ing,'Withouthonour,theworld counts fornothing:
Wefight and feud among ourselvessomuch that our word
forcousin - tarbur

isthe sameasour word forenemy.Butwealwayscome -
togetheragainst outsiderswho try toconquerour lands.
AllPashtunchile dren grow upwith the story ofhow
Malalaiinspiredthe Afghan armytodefeattheBritishin1880
inoneofthebiggest battles ofthe Second
.Anglo-AfghanWar

Malalaiwas thedaughter of ashepherd in
Maiwand,asmall

town onthe dusty plains westofKandahar.When
shewasateene ager,both herfather andtheman
shewassupposedtomarry were among thousands of
Afghansfightingagainst the Britishoccue pation oftheir
country.Malalaiwent tothe battlefieldwith other women
from thevillagetotend thewoundedand takethem water.
Shesawtheir men were losing,and when the
flag-bearerfellshe lifted her white veil up high and
.marched onto the battlefieldin front ofthetroops

Younglove!'sheshouted.'Ifyoudonotfallinthebattle *
eofMai

wand then, byGod, someoneissavingyouasasymbol
ofshame: Malalaiwaskilled under fire,butherwords
andbraveryinspired

the mento turn the battle around. They
edestroyedanentire bri
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gade,oneoftheworst defeatsinthehistory

oftheBritisharmy. The Afghanswere soproud that the
lastAfghan king built aMaiwand victory monument in the
centerofKabul.In highschoollread some
SherlockHolmesand laughedtoseethat this wasthe same
battle where Dr.Watsonwas wounded before
becomingpartner tothe great
detective.InMalalaiwePashtunshave ourvery own
JoanofArc.Manygirls'schoolsinAfghanistanarenamed
afterher. Butmygrandfather,who wasareligiousscholar
and villagecleric, didn't likemyfather givingmethat name.
SIt'sasadname: hesaid

:Iltmeans grief-stricken'



Malala
Yousafzai

Iuoai£Gt

When Iwas ababy my father used to sing me asong
written bythefamous poet RahmatShah
,SayelofPeshawar.Thelastverse ends

,OMalalai ofMaiwand
Riseonce moretomake
Pashtunsunderstandthesongofhonour, Yourpoetic
,wordsturn worlds around

Ibegyou,riseagain

Myfather told the story ofMalalaitoanyone who came
toour house. lloved hearing the story and the songs
myfather sang to me,and the waymyname floated
.onthewind when people called it

Welivedinthemost beautifulplaceinalltheworld.
Myvalley,the
SwatValley,isaheavenlykingdomofmountains,gushingw
aterfalls and crystal-dear lakes.wELCOME TO PARADISE,
itsaysonasign asyou enterthe valley.In oldentimes Swatwas
called Uddyana, which means 'garden'.Wehave
fieldsofwild flowers,orchardsof deliciousfruit,
emeraldmines and rivers fulloftrout. People
oftencallSwatthe SwitzerlandoftheEast - weeven had
Pakistan'sfirst skiresort. The rich people ofPakistancame
on holiday to enjoy our clean airand sceneryand our
Sufifestivalsofmusic and dancing.And sodidmany
foreigners,allofwhom wecalled angrezan

English'-whereverthey camefrom. EventheQueen '-
ofEngland



came, and stayed intheWhite Palace that wasbuilt from
thesame marble astheTaj Mahal byourking,
.thefirstwaliofSwat

Wehave aspecialhistory too.Today Swatispart
oftheprovince ofKhyber Pakhtunkhwa, or KPK, asmany
Pakistaniscall it,but Swatused tobeseparatefrom
therestofPakistan.Wewereonce aprincelystate, oneofthree
with the neighboringlands ofChitral and
Dir.Incolonialtimes our kings owed allegiancetothe British
but ruled their own land. When the Britishgavelndia
independe encein1947 anddivided

it, wewentwiththenewlycreated Pakistan
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but stayedautonomous.Weused the Pakistanirupee, but
thegove ernment ofPakistancould only intervene on
foreign policy. The wali administered justice,kept the
peace betweenwarring tribes and collectedushur -
ataxoftenper cent ofincome -with which hebuilt roads,
.hospitalsand schools

Wewere onlyahundred miles from Pakistan'scapital
Islama-< bad asthe crowfliesbut itfeltasifitwasinanother
country. The journey took atleast fivehours byroad over
the MalakandPass, avast bowl ofmountains where long
ago our ancestorsled bya preachercalledMullah
Saidullah(knownbythe BritishastheMad Fakir)battled
British forcesamong thecraggy peaks.Among them
wasWinstonChurchill,whowrote abook about
it,andwestillcall one ofthe peaks Churchill'sPicketeven
though he was not very complimentaryabout
ourpeople.Attheend ofthepassisagreene domed shrine
where people throw coins to give thanks for their
.safearrival

Noonelknew hadbeen
,tolslamabad.Beforethetroublescame

most people, likemymother,hadnever been outside
.Swat

Welived inMingora,the biggesttown inthe valley,in
factthe only city.ltused tobe asmall place but many people
had moved infrom surrounding villages,making itdirty
and crowded.Ilthas hotels, colleges,agolfcourse and
afamous bazaar forbuying our traditional embroidery,
gemstones and anything you can think of. The
Marghazarstream loops through it, milky brown from
the plastic bags and rubbish thrown into it.ltisnot clear
likethe streamsinthe hilly areas orlikethe wide River

121
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Swatjust outside town, where people fishedfortrout and
which wevisited onholie days. Our house was in
Gulkada,which means 'place offlowers: but itused
tobecalledButkara,or'place ofthe Buddhiststatues:
Nearourhome wasafieldscatteredwithmysteriousruins
-statues oflions ontheir haunches,broken
columns,headlessfiguresand, oddest
.ofall,hundredsofstone umbrellas

Islam cameto our valleyinthe eleventhcentury when
Sultan

Mahmud ofGhazni invaded from Afghanistan and
becameour

131
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ruler, but inancient times
SwatwasaBuddhistkingdom.TheBude* dhists had arrived
here inthesecond century and their kingsruled the valley
formore than s00 years. Chineseexplorerswrote store
iesofhow there were 1,400 Buddhistmonasteriesalong
thebanks ofthe River Swat, and the magicalsound
oftemple bells would ring out across the valley.The
templesare long gone, but almost anywhereyou goin
Swat,amid allthe primroses and other wild
flowers,youfindtheir remains.Wewould oftenpicnic among

rock carvings ofasmiling fat Buddha sitting
cross-leggedon alotus flower.Therearemany storiesthat
Lord Buddhahimself camehere

becauseitisaplaceofsuchpeace,and some ofhisashes
.aresaidto beburied inthevalleyinagiant stupa
Our Butkararuins were amagicalplace to playhide and
seek. Once some foreignarchaeologistsarrived to do
some work there and told wusthat intimes gone

byitwasaplace ofpilgrimage,full ofbeautiful
templesdomed with gold where Buddhist kings lay
buried. My father wrote apoem, TheRelics

ofButkara,which summed upperfectlyhow temple and
mosquecould existsideby side:Whenthevoiceoftruth
risesfrom theminarets,/TheBuddha smiles,/And thebroken
:chain ofhistory reconnects
WelivedintheshadowoftheHindu Kushmountains,where
the men went toshoot ibex and golden cockerels.Our
housewasone storey and proper concrete.On theleftwere
steps uptoaflatroof bigenough foruschildrentoplaycricket
on.ltwasourplayground. Atdusk myfather and hisfriends
often gatheredto sitand drink teathere.
Sometimeslsatonthe rooftoo,watchingthesmoke rise

141
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from the cookingfiresallaround andlisteningtothenightly
.racket ofthe crickets

Our valleyisfull offruit trees on which grow the

sweetestfigs

and pomegranates and peaches, and inour garden
wehad grapes, guavasand persimmons. There was
aplum tree inour front yard which gavethe most
deliciousfruit. Itwas.alwaysarace between usand thebirds
togettothem.Thebirds lovedthattree. Eventhe
.woodpeckers

151
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Foraslong aslcanremembermymother hastalked tobirds.
At thebackofthehouse wasaverandawhere thewomen
gathered.We knew whatitwaslike tobehungry somymother
alwayscooked extra and gavefood topoor families.Ifthere
wasanyleftshefedit tothe birds. InPashto welovetosing
tapey,two-linepoems, and
asshescatteredthericeshewould singone:'Don't
killdovesinthe garden./Youkilloneand theothers won't
:come

lliked to siton the roof and watch the mountains and
dream. Thehighest mountain ofallisthe pyramid-shaped
Mount Elum. To us it'sa sacred mountainand so high that
it always wears a
necklaceoffleecyclouds.Eveninsummerit's frosted
withsnow.At school welearned that in327 Bc, even before
theBuddhistscame toSwat,Alexanderthe Great swept into
thevalleywith thousands ofelephantsandsoldiers
onhiswayfrom Afghanistantothelndus. The Swati people
fled up the mountain, believingthey would be
protectedbytheir godsbecause itwassohigh.
ButAlexanderwasa determined andpatient
leader.Hebuiltawoodenramp fromwhich
hiscatapultsandarrows couldreach
thetopofthemountain.Then heclimbedupsohecould
.catchhold ofthestarofjupiter asasyme bolofhispower

From the rooftopl watched the mountains change

with the seasons.In theautumn chill winds would come.
In thewinter everythingwaswhite
snow,longicicleshangingfrom therooflike daggers,which
weloved to snap off.We raced around, building snowmen
and snow bears and trying to catch snowflakes.Spring
waswhen Swatwas atitsgreenest.Eucalyptusblossomblew
intothe house, coating everything white, and the wind
carried the pungentsmell ofthe ricefields.lwasborn
insummer,which was perhapswhyitwasmyfavoritetime
ofyear,eventhough inMine gora summerwashot and dry
and the stream stank where people dumpedtheir

: .garbage



When Iwasborn wewereverypoor. Myfather and afriend
had founded their first school and welived in ashabby
shack oftwo rooms oppositethe school.lslept
withmymother and father in

1
4
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one room and the other was forguests.Wehad
nobathroom or kitchen,and mymother cooked onawood
fireonthegroundand washed our
clothesatatapintheschool.Our homewasalwaysfull
ofpeople visiting from
thevillage.Hospitalityisanimportantpart
.ofPashtunculture

Twoyears afterlwasborn mybrother
Khushalarrived.Likeme hewasborn athome aswestillcould
not afford the hospital,and he was named Khushallike my
father'sschool,after the Pashtun hero KhushalKhan
Khattak,awarrior who was also apoet My motherhad
beenwaiting forasonandcould not hideherjoywhen
hewasborn. Tomeheseemed very thin and small, likeareed
that could snap inthewind,
buthewastheappleofhereye,herladla.it seemed tomethat
hiseverywishwashercommand.Hewantedtea allthetime,
ourtraditionalteawithmilk andsugar andcardamom, but
even my mother tired ofthis and eventuallymade some
so bitter thathelostthetasteforit.Shewanted
tobuyanewcradle for him -when Iwasborn myfather
couldn'tafford onesothey used anoldwoodenonefrom
theneighborswhich wasalready third or fourth hand -but
myfather refused.'Malala swunginthat cradle; he said.
'‘Socan he: Then, nearly fiveyears later, another boy was
born - Atal,bright-eyed and inquisitivelikeasquirrel.After
that, said myfather, wewere complete.Three
childrenisasmall family bySwatistandards,where most
.people haveseven oreight

| played mostly with Khushal because he was just

two years youngerthan me, but wefought allthe time.

315
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Hewould gocrying tomymother and Iwould gotomyfather.
‘What's wrong,/ani?’hewould ask.Likehim Iwasborn
double-jointed and canbend my fingersright
backonthemselves.And myankles clickwhen Iwalk, which
.makes adults squirm

Mymother isvery beautifuland myfather adored her
asifshe

were afragile china vase,never laying ahand onher,unlike
many ofourmen. Hername TorPekaimeans 'raven
tresses'eventhough her hair ischestnutbrown.
Mygrandfather,Janser Khan, hadbeen listeningtoRadio
Afghanistanjust beforeshewasborn andheard

16
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thename. | wished
Ihadherwhite-lilyskin,finefeaturesandgreen eyes,but
instead had inherited the sallow complexion,wide nose
and brown eyesofmyfather. Inour
cultureweallhavenicknames

aside from Pisho, which my mother had called me since -
lwas ababy, some ofmy cousins called me Lachi, which
isPashto for

cardamom'.Black-skinnedpeople areoften called white '
and short people tall. Wehaveafunny
senseofhumor.Myfather wasknown inthefamily asKhaista
.dada,which means beautiful

When Iwasaround fouryears oldlasked myfather,
'‘Aba,what colorareyou?' Hereplied,'ldon't know,abitwhite,
:abitblack

At'slikewhen onemixes milk with tea; Isaid’
Helaughedalot,butasaboyhehadbeensoself-consciousa
bout being dark-skinned that hewent
tothefieldstogetbuffalo milk to spread
onhisface,thinkingitwould make him lighter. It wasonly
when he met mymother that he
becamecomfortableinhis own skin. Beinglovedbysuch
.abeautifulgirlgavehim confidence

In oursociety marriages are usually arranged by
families,but

theirs wasalovematch. Icould listenendlesslytothe
storyofhow they met. Theycame from
neighboringvillagesinaremote valley inthe upper
Swatcalled Shanglaand would seeeach other when
myfather went tohisuncle'shouse tostudy,which was next
door tothat ofmymother'saunt. Theyglimpsedenough
ofeachother to know they liked one another,but

17
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forusitistaboo toexpress such things. Instead
.hesentherpoems shecould not read

ladmiredhismind;

shesays. And

.me,herbeauty; helaughs
Therewasonebigproblem.Mytwograndfathersdidnotgeto
n. Sowhen my father announced his desire to ask for the
handofmymother,TorPekai,itwasclear neither sidewould
welcomethe marriage.Hisown fathersaiditwasuptohim
and agreed tosend abarber asamessenger,which isthe
traditional waywePashtuns do this. Malik Janser Khan
refused the proposal,but myfather is astubborn man and
persuaded mygrandfathertosend thebarber again.
Janser Khan'shujra wasagatheringplace forpeople totalk

18
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politics, and my father wasoften there, sothey had got to
know each other. Hemade himwaitnine months
.butfinallyagreed

My mothercomes from afamily ofstrong women aswell
as influentialmen. Her grandmother -
mygreat-grandmother - was widowedwhen her
childrenwereyoung, and her eldest son Janser Khan
waslocked up because ofatribal feud with another family
when hewasonlynine. To gethim releasedshewalked forty
miles alone over mountains toappeal to apowerfulcousin.
Ithink my mother would
dothesameforus.Thoughshecannot read orwrite, myfather
shares everythingwith her,telling her about hisday,the
good and thebad. Sheteaseshim alotand giveshim advice
about who shethinks isagenuine friend and who isnot, and
myfather sayssheis alwaysright. MostPashtunmen
neverdothis,assharing problemswithwomen isseenasweak.
Heevenaskshiswife!'they  sayasaninsult. Iseemyparents
happyand laughingalot.People  would seeusand
.sayweareasweet family

Mymother isverypiousandprays fivetimes aday,though
notin themosqueasthat isonlyforthe men.
Shedisapprovesofdancing becauseshe saysGod would
not like it,but she lovesto decorate herself with pretty
things, embroidered clothes and golden necke lacesand
bangles. Ithink lamabitofadisappointment toher asl
amsolikemyfather anddon'tbother with clothes andjewels.
lget bored going tothe bazaar but llovetodance behind
.closed doors with myschool friends

Growingup,wechildrenspent
.mostofourtimewithourmother
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Myfather was out alot ashe was busy, not just with his

school, but also with literary societiesandjirgas,
aswellastrying tosave the environment, trying tosaveour
valley.Myfather came from a

backwardvillageyetthrougheducationand
forceofpersonalityhe made agood living forusandaname
forhimself

People likedto hear him talk, and Illoved the
eveningswhen

guests visited.Wewould sitonthefloor around alongplastic
sheet which mymother laidwith food, and eatwith our right

hand asis our custom,balling togetherriceand meat.
Asdarknessfellwesat
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bythe light ofoillamps, batting away the fliesasour
silhouettes made dancingshadowsonthewalls.Inthe
summermonths there would
oftenbethunderandlightningcrashingoutside and Iwould
.crawlcloser tomyfather'sknee

Iwould listen rapt ashetold stories ofwarringtribes,
Pashtun leaders andsaints, oftenthroughpoems
thathereadina melodious voice,crying sometimesas
heread.Likemost peopleinSwatweare from the
Yousafzaitribe. WeYousafzai(which somepeople spell
YusufzaiorYousufzai)areoriginallyfrom Kandaharand
areoneof thebiggestPashtuntribes, spread across
.PakistanandAfghanistan

Our ancestorscametoSwatinthesixteenthcentury from
,Kabul

where they had helped aTimurid emperor win back his
throne afterhisowntribe removedhim,
Theemperorrewardedthem with
importantpositionsinthecourt andarmy,buthisfriends
andrelae tives warned him that the Yousafzaiwere
becoming sopowerful theywould overthrowhim.
Soonenight heinvited allthechiefsto abanquetand
sethismen onthem whiletheywereeating. Around
chiefs weremassacred. Only twoescaped,and they 600
fled to Peshawar alongwith their tribesmen.Aftersome
timetheywent to visitsome tribes inSwattowin their support
sothey could return toAfghanistan.Butthey were
socaptivatedbythebeauty ofSwat they instead
.decidedtostaythere and forced theother tribes out
TheYousafzaidivided upalltheland among themale
members ofthetribe. Itwasapeculiarsystemcalled
weshunder which every fiveortenyearsallthefamilieswould
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swapvillagesandredistribute the land ofthe new village
among the men sothat everyonehad thechance towork
ongood aswellasbadland. itwasthoughtthis would thenkeep
rival clans from fighting.Villageswere ruledby khans,
andthecommonpeople,craftsmenandlaborers,weretheir
tenants.Theyhad topaythem rent inkind, usually ashare
oftheir crop.Theyalsohadtohelpthekhans  formamilitia
byprovidingan armed man forevery small plot ofland. Each
khan kept hundreds ofarmed men both forfeuds and toraid
.and loot other villages

AstheYousafzaiinSwathad noruler,there
wereconstantfeuds
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betweenthe khans and even within their ownfamilies.Our
men allhaverifles,though these daystheydon't walkaround
withthem likethey doinother
Pashtunareas,andmygreat-grandfather used totellstories
ofgun battles when hewasaboy.Inthe earlypart of the last
century they becameworried about being taken over by
the British, whobythen controlledmost ofthesurrounding
lands. Theywere alsotired ofthe endless bloodshed.Sothey
decided to try and find an impartial man to rule the whole
.area and resolve their disputes
After acouple ofrulers who did not work out, in1917

thechiefs settled on aman called MiangulAbdul
Wadoodastheir kingWe know him affectionatelyas
BadshahSahib, and though he was
completelyilliterate,hemanagedtobring peace

tothevalley. Tak ing arifle awayfrom aPashtunislike taking
awayhis life,sohe could not disarm the tribes. Instead
hebuilt forts onmountainsall across Swatand created

anarmy.HewasrecognizedbytheBritish

asthehead ofstatein1926 and installedaswali,which
ISOUrwori

for ruler. He set up the first telephone system and built
the first primary school and ended the wesh system
becausethe constart movingbetweenvillages meant no
one could sellland orhad any incentivetobuild better
.houses orplant fruit trees
In 1949, two years after the creation ofPakistan,he
abdicate infavorofhiselder  sonMiangulAbdul Haq
Jehanzeb.Myfather always
says,WhileBadshahSahibbroughtpeace, hissonbrought
prosperity:Wethink ofJehanzeb'sreign asagolden period
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inour history.Hehad studied in aBritish school in
Peshawar,and perhapsbecausehisown father
wasilliteratehewaspassionateabout schools and built
many, aswellashospitalsand roads. Inthe 1950sheended
thesystem where people paidtaxestothekhans. Butthere
was no freedom ofexpression,and ifanyone criticizedthe
wali, they could beexpelledfrom thevalley.In1969, theyear
myfather wasborn, thewaligaveuppower
andwebecamepart ofPakistan's North-West Frontier
Province,which afewyears agochangedits name toKhyber

.Pakhtunkhwa
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Solwasborn aproud daughterofPakistan,though
likeallSwatisl
thoughtofmyselffirstasSwatiandthen Pashtun,before
.Pakistani

Near wusonour street there wasafamily with agirimy
agecalled Safinaand twoboyssimilar
inagetomybrothers,Bahar andBasit. Weallplayed
cricketonthe street orrooftopstogether,but Iknew
aswegotolder the girlswould beexpectedtostayinside.
We'dbe expectedtocook andserve our brothers and
fathers. While boys andmen could roam freelyabout town,
mymother andlcould not
gooutwithoutamalerelativetoaccompanyus,evenifitwasafi
.vee year-oldboy!Thiswasthetradition

Ihad decidedvery early Iwould not be like that. My
father alwayssaid, 'Malala willbe free asabird: Idreamed
ofgoing to the top ofMount Elum like Alexanderthe Great
to touch Jupiter andevenbeyond thevalley.But,asl
watchedmybrothersrunning across the roof, flying their
kites and skillfullyflicking the strings back and forth to
cut each other's down, Iwondered how free a
.daughtercould everbe



MyFather
theFalcon

ALWAYS  KNEW myfather hadtrouble with words.
Sgmetimes they would get stuck and he would
rEIJeat the same syllable overand overlikearecord
caught inagroove asweallwaited
forthe next syllabletosuddenlypop out. Hesaid
itfeltlikeawall
came downinhisthroat. M's,p'sand k'swere allenemieslying
in wait. Iteased him that one ofthe reasons he calledme
Jani was becausehefound iteasiertosaythan
Malala.Astutter wasaterric blething foraman who soloved
words and poetry. On each side ofthe family hehad anuncle
with the same affliction.But itwas almost certainlymade
worsebyhisfather,whose ownvoicewasa soaring
instrument that could make words thunder anddance
Spit itout, son!" he'droar whenevermyfather gotstuck’
inthe middle of a sentence. My grandfather's name was
Rohul Amin, which means 'honest spirit' and is the holy
name of the Angel Gabriel.He was so proud ofthe name
that he would introduce himself topeople with afamous
verse inwhich hisname appears. He was an impatient man
atthe best oftimes and would flyinto arage over the
smallestthing - like ahen going astray or acup getting
broken.Hisfacewould reddenand hewould throw kettles
andpots around.Inever knew mygrandmother,
butmyfather says sheused tojoke with
mygrandfather,'ByGod,just asyougreet us only with
:afrown, when Idiemay God giveyou awifewho never smiles

Mygrandmother wassoworried about my father'sstutter
that



when he was still ayoung boy she took him to seeaholy
.man
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Itwasalongjourneybybus,then anhour's
walkupthehilltowhere helived. Her nephewFazliHakim had
to carry myfather on his shoulders.Theholyman wascalled
LewanoPir,Saint ofthe Mad, becausehewassaid
tobeableto calm lunatics.When they were taken
intoseethepir,heinstructed myfather toopen hismouth and
then spat into it.Thenhetook somegur,dark molassesmade
from sugar cane,and rolled itaround hismouth
tomoistenitwith spit.Hethen tookoutthelump
andpresentedittomygrandmother
togivetomyfather,alittle each dayThetreatment didnot
cure
thestutter.Actuallysomepeoplethoughtitgotworse.Sowhe
n myfather wasthirteenand
toldmygrandfatherhewasenteringapub-e lic
speakingcompetition hewas stunned. 'How canyou?'
Rohul Amin asked,laughing.'Youtake oneortwo minutes
:toutter just onesentence

Don't worry; replied myfather.'Youwrite thespeech and'
Adwill learn it

Mygrandfatherwasfamousforhisspeeches.Hetaught
theologyinthe government high schoolin the village
ofShahpur.Hewas alsoanimam atthe local
mosgque.Hewasamesmerizingspeaker.
HissermonsatFriday prayerswere sopopularthat people
would come down from the mountainsbydonkey
.oronfoottohear him

My fathercomesfrom alarge family.He hadone much
older

brother,Saeed Ramzanwho IcallUncle Khan dada, and
fivesise ters. Their villageof Barkanawas very primitive
and they lived crammed togetherin
aone-storeyramshacklehouse with amud roof which
leaked wheneveritrained orsnowed.Asinmost fame
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ilies,the girlsstalfgdl\a”?_ ome while the boyswent toschool.

.'They werejustwaiting tobemarried;saysmyfather

Schoolwasn'tthe onlything my aunts missed out on. In
the

morningwhen myfather wasgiven cream ormilk,
hissisterswere given teawith no milk. Ifthere wereeggs,they
would onlybefor the boys. When a chickenwas
slaughtered for dinner, the girls would getthe wings and
the neck while the Ilusciousbreast meat was

enjoyedbymyfather,hisbrother and
mygrandfather.'From
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Yousafzai

9o a-£aH

earlyonlcould feellwasdifferentfrom mysisters; myfather
says

There was little to do in my father's village.ltwas too
narrow even for acricket pitch and only one family had
atelevision.On Fridaysthe brothers would creep into the
mosque and watch in wonder asmygrandfather stood
inthepulpit and preachedtothe congregationforanhour
orso,waiting  forthe = momentwhen his voicewould
.riseandpracticallyshake therafters

My grandfatherhad studied in India, where he had seen

great
speakersandleadersincludingMohammadAlijinnah
(thefounder ofPakistan),JawaharlalNehru,

MahatmaGandhi and Khan Abdul GhaffarKhan, our great
Pashtunleader who campaignedforinde* pendence.Baba,
aslcalled him, had even witnessedthe moment
offreedomfrom the Britishcolonialistsatmidnight on
14August

Hehad anoldradio setmyuncle stillhas, onwhich.1947
heloved tolisten to the news. His sermonswere often
illustratedbyworld
eventsorhistoricalhappeningsaswellasstoriesfromtheQur
an and theHadith, thesayingsoftheProphet,PeaceBeUpon
Him. Healso liked totalk about politics.Swatbecamepart
ofPakistanin 1969, theyearmyfather wasborn. Many

Swatiswereunhappyabout this, complainingabout
thePakistanijusticesystem,which theysaidwas much
slowerandlesseffectivethantheir oldtribal
ways.Mygrand- father wouldrailagainstthe
classsystem,the continuingpower of thekhans

.andthegapbetweenthehavesandhave-nots
My country may not be very old but unfortunately it
already
has ahistory ofmilitary coups, and when my father was
eight a general called Zia ul-Haq seized power.There
arestillmany pice tures ofhim around. Hewas ascary man
with dark panda shade owsaround his eyes,large teeth



that seemed tostand toattention and hair pomaded
flatonhishead. Hearrestedour electedprime
minister,ZulfikarAliBhutto, and had him tried fortreason
then hanged from ascaffoldinRawalpindijail. Even
todaypeople talk ofMr.Bhutto asamanof great
charisma.They sayhewasthe first Pakistanileader
tostand up for the common people, thoughhe himself

was afeudal lord with vast estates of mango fields. His
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execution shockedeverybody and made Pakistan look
.bad all around theworld. TheAmericanscutoffaid
Totrytogetpeople athometosupport him,
GeneralZialaunched acampaignoflslamisationto make
usaproper Muslimcountry with the army asthe
defendersofour country'sideologicalaswell
asgeographicalfrontiers.Hetold our people itwas their
duty to obey his government becauseitwaspursuing
Islamic principles. Zia even wanted to dictate how

weshould pray, and set up salat orprayer
committeesinevery district,even inour remote village,
and appointedi100,000 prayer inspectors.Before then

mullahshad almost been  figures  offun-myfather
saidatweddingparties they would justhang around
inacorner andleaveearly-butunder Zia they
becameinfluentialandwere called
tolslamabadforguidance
.onsermons.Evenmygrandfatherwent

Under  Zia'sregime life  forwomen in Pakistan
becamemuch more restricted.]Jinnah
said,'Nostrugglecaneversucceedwithout women

participating side byside with men. Therearetwo powe
ersinthe world; one isthe sword and the other isthe pen.
There isathird power strongerthan both, that ofwomen:
But General Ziabroughtinlslamic lawswhich
reducedawoman's evidencein court tocount
foronlyhalfthat ofaman's. Soon our prisons were
fullofcaseslikethat ofathirteen-year-old girlwho wasraped
and become pregnantandwasthen senttoprison

foradulterybecause

shecouldn'tproducefourmalewitnesses toprove
itwasacrime. A woman couldn'tevenopen a bank
accountwithoutaman'spermise sion.Asanation
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wehavealwaysbeengood athockey,butZiamade our female
hockey players wear baggy trousers instead ofshorts, and
.stoppedwomen playing some sports altogether

Many ofour madrasasorreligiousschools were opened
atthat time, andinallschools religiousstudies,what
wecalldeeniyat, was replacedbylslamiyat, or Islamic
studies,which childrenin Pakie stan stillhavetodotoday.
Our history textbookswererewrittento
describePakistanasa'fortressoflslam,which made
itseemasifwe had existed farlonger than since 1947,and
denounced Hindus and
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Jews.Anyonereading them might think wewon thethree

.warswe havefought and lostagainst ourgreat enemy India
Everythingchangedwhen myfather
wasten.JustafterChristmas

the Russiansinvaded our neighborAfghanistan. 1979

Millions  ofAfghansfled  acrossthe  border and
GeneralZiagavethem refe uge.Vastcamps ofwhite tents
sprang upmostly around Peshawar, some ofwhich

arestillthere  today.Our  biggest intelligenceservice
belongsto the militaryand iscalled the ISLIt started

amassive Programmetotrain Afghan
refugeesrecruitedfrom the camps as  resistance
fightersormujahideen ThoughAfghans arerenowned
fighters,Colonellmam, the officerheadingthe

Programme, com- plained that trying toorganizethem
'‘was'likeweighingfrogs

The Russianinvasion transformed Zia from an
international pariah
tothegreatdefenderoffreedomintheColdWar. TheAmerie
cans becamefriends with us once again, asin those days
Russia wastheir main enemy.Next door tousthe Shah oflran
had been overthrown in arevolutionafewmonths earlier
sothe CIA had losttheir main baseinthe region.Pakistantook
itsplace. Billions ofdollars flowedinto our exchequerfrom
the United States and other
Westerncountries,aswellasweaponstohelpthelSitrain  the
AfghanstofightthecommunistRedArmy.GeneralZiawasinvit
ed tomeet PresidentRonald Reaganatthe White House
and Prime MinisterMargaretThatcheratl0 Downing
.Street.They lavishedpraise onhim

Prime MinisterZulfikarBhuttohad appointed Zia ashis

army
chiefbecausehethoughthewasnotvery
intelligentandwould not beathreat. Hecalled

himhis'monkey:ButZiaturned out tobea very wilyman.
Hemade Afghanistanarallyingpoint not onlyfor
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theWest,which wanted tostopthespread ofcommunismfrom
the  SovietUnion, but alsoforMuslimsfrom  Sudan
toTajikistan,who sawitasafellowlslamiccountryunder
attack from infidels.Money poured infrom alloverthe Arab
world, particularlySaudi Arabia, which matched
whateverthe USsent, and volunteerfighterstoo,

includingaSaudi millionairecalled Osama binLaden
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We Pashtuns are split betweenPakistan and
Afghanistan and don't really recognizethe border that
the British drew more than
100yearsago.Soourblood
boiledovertheSovietinvasionforboth religious
andnationalistreasons.Theclerics ofthemosqueswould
often talk about the SovietoccupationofAfghanistanintheir
sere mons, condemning the Russiansasinfidelsand
urging people to join thejihad, sayingitwastheir duty asgood
Muslims.ltwasasif under Ziajihad had becomethe sixth
pillar ofour religionontop ofthe fivewegrow uptolearn- the
belief inone God, namaz or prayers fivetimes aday,giving
zakat oralms, roza-fasting from dawn tillsunset during the
month ofRamadan- and haj,the pile
grimagetoMecca,which everyable-bodiedMuslimshould
doonce intheir lifetime.Myfather saysthat in our part ofthe
world this ideaofjihad wasverymuch
encouragedbytheClA.Childreninthe refugeecamps were
even given school textbooksproduced byan
Americanuniversitywhich taught basic
arithmeticthrough fighte
ing.Theyhadexampleslike,'lIfoutofl0Russianinfidels,5arekil
led byoneMuslim,5would  beleft'or'l5bullets-10bullets
=Sbullets: Someboysfrom myfather'sdistrict went
offtofightinAfghanie stan. My fatherremembers that one
day a maulana called Sufi
Mohammad cametothevillageand asked young men tojoin
him
to fightthe Russiansin the name of Islam. Many did, and
they setoff,armed with old riflesorjust axes and
bazookas.Little did weknow that years later the same
maulana's organisation would becomethe

SwatTaliban.Atthat timemyfather wasonly twelve
yearsoldandtooyoung tofight.ButtheRussiansended
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upstuckin Afghanistanfor tenyears, throughmost
ofthe1980s,andwhen he becameateenagermyfather
decidedhetoowanted tobeajihadi. Thoughlater
hebecamelessregular in his prayers,inthose days heused
toleavehome atdawn everymorningtowalk toamosque
inanother village,where hestudied the Quran with asenior
talib. Atthat time talib simply meant 'religiousstudent:
Togetherthey studied allthe thirty chaptersofthe Quran,
notjust recitationbut alsointerpretation,

somethingfewboy
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The talibtalked ofjihad in such gloriousterms that my
father wascaptivated.Hewould endlesslypoint
outtomyfather that life onearth wasshort and thatthere
werefewopportunities foryoung men inthevillage.Our
family owned littleland, and myfather did notwant
toendupgoing south towork inthecoalmines Ilikemany
ofhisclassmates.Thatwastough and dangerouswork,
andthecofe finsofthose killed in accidentswould come back
several times a year. The best that most village boys could
hope forwas togoto Saudi Arabia orDubai and work in
construction. Soheaven withitsseventy-twovirgins
sounded attractive.Every night my father would pray to
God, 'O Allah, please make war betweenMuslims and

:infidelssolcandieinyour serviceandbeamartyr

For awhile his Muslimidentity seemed more

important than anythingelseinhislife.Hebegan
tosignhimself '‘ZiauddinPanche piri' (the
Panchpiriareareligious sect) and sproutedthefirstsigns
ofabeard. ltwas,he says,akind ofbrainwashing.
Hebelieveshe might evenhavethought

ofbecomingasuicidebomberhad there been such athing
inthose days.Butfrom anearly agehehadbeen aquestioning
kind ofboy who rarely took anythingatfacevalue, even
though our educationatgovernment schools meant
learning byrote and pupils were not
.supposedtoquestionteachers
ltwasaround the time hewasprayingtogotoheaven
asamare tyrthathe met
mymother'sbrother,PaizMohammad, and started mixing
with her family and going toher father'shujra. Theywere
very involvedinlocal politics,belongedtosecular
nationalistpare tiesand were against involvementinthe
war.Afamous poem was written atthat timebyRahmatShah
Sayel,thesame Peshawarpoet who wrote thepoem about
mynamesake.Hedescribedwhat was happening
inAfghanistanasa'war betweentwo elephants'- the USand
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the SovietUnion - not our war,and said that wePashtuns

were 'likethe grass crushedbythe hooves oftwo
fiercebeasts: My father often usedtorecite thepoem
tomewhen Iwasachild but | didn't know then what
Jitmeant
Myfather wasvery impressedbyPaizMohammad and
thought
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hetalked alotofsense,particularlyabout
wantingtoendthefeudal and capitalistsystemsinour
country,where the same bigfamilies hadcontrolledthings
for yearswhilethepoor gotpoorer. Hefound himself torn
betweenthe two extremes,secularismand socialism on
one sideand militantlslam on the other. Iguess heended
.up somewhereinthemiddle
My father was in aweofmygrandfather and told me
wondere fulstories about him, but healsotold me that
hewasaman who could notmeet thehigh
standardshesetforothers.  Babawassuch  apopularand
passionatespeakerthat hecould have been agreat leader
ifhehad been more diplomaticandlessconsumedbyrivale
rieswith cousins andothers whowerebetter
off.InPashtunsociety itisvery hardto stomachacousin
being more popular,wealthier ormore influentialthan
youare.Mygrandfatherhad acousin  who alsojoined
hisschool asateacher.When hegotthejobhegavehis
ageasmuch youngerthan mygrandfather.Our people don't
know their exact dates ofbirth
-mymother,forexample,doesnotknow when shewasborn.
Wetend torememberyears byevents,likean
earthquake.Butmygrandfatherknew that hiscousin
wasactually much older than him. Hewassoangry that
hemade theday-long bus journey to Mingora to see the
Swat minister of education
Sahib,'he told him, 'lhave acousin who isten years older'
than me and youhave certifiedhim ten vyears
younger:Sothe minister said, 'OK, Maulana,what shall
lwrite down foryou? Would youliketohavebeen born
intheyearoftheearthquakeofQuetta?'My grandfather
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agreed, sohisnew date ofbirth became 1935, making him
.much youngerthan hiscousin
Thisfamilyrivalry ~ meantthat myfather  wasbullied
alotbyhis cousins. Theyknew hewas insecureabout his
looks becauseat school the teachersalwaysfavoredthe
handsome boys fortheir fairskin.Hiscousins would stop
myfather onhiswayhome from school and tease him about
being short and dark-skinned. Inour society
youhavetotakerevengeforsuchslights,butmyfather was
.much smaller than hiscousins
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Healsofelthecould neverdoenough toplease
mygrandfather. Babahad beautifulhandwriting and
myfather would spend hours
painstakinglydrawingletters butBabanever oncepraised
.him

Mygrandmother kept  hisspirits up - hewasher
favoriteand she believedgreat things layin store for him.
Sheloved him so much that she would sliphim extra meat
and the cream offthe milk while she went without.But
itwasn't easy to study asthere
wasnoelectricityinthevillageinthose
days.Heusedtoreadbythe light ofthe oillamp inthehujra, and
one eveninghewent tosleep and theoillamp fell
over.Fortunatelymygrandmotherfound himbefore
afirestarted. Itwasmygrandmother's faithinmyfather that
gavehim the couragetofind his own proud path he could
travel along. Thisisthepath thathewould later showme

Yetshetoo gotangry with him once. Holy men from
aspiritualplace called Derai Saydanused totravel the
villagesinthose days beggingforflour.One
daywhilehisparents wereoutsomeofthem came
tothehouse.Myfather brokethesealonthewoodenstorage
box ofmaize and filledtheir bowls.When mygrandparents
.came home they werefurious andbeat him

Pashtuns are famouslyfrugal (though generous with
guests), and Baba was particularly careful with
money.lfany ofhis chile dren accidentallyspilt their food

hewould flyinto arage.Hewas
anextremelydisciplinedma~ andcould not understand
why they werenotthesame.Asateacher

hewaseligibleforadiscountonhis sons' school feesforsports
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andjoining theBoyScouts.ltwassue a small discountthat

most teachersdidnot bother, butheforced nly
father  toapply  forthe rebate.Ofcourse myfather,
detesteddoing this.Ashewaited
outsidetheheadmaster'soffice,hebroke outinto
asweat,and once inside hisstutter wasworse than ever!lt
feltaifmyhonour wasatstake forfiverupees; hetold

- me.Mygrand-father——

Allhisbooks wereinscribedwithother boys'names, never

.hisown
It'snot thatpassingbooks onisabad'
practice;hesays.'It'sjust Isowanted anewbook,
unmarkedbyanother student and bought with

:myfather'smoney
Myfather'sdislike ofBaba'sfrugalityhasmade him avery

egen
erous manboth materiallyandinspirit.
Hebecamedetermined toend thetraditionalrivalry
betweenhim and hiscousins.When

hisheadmaster'swifefellill,myfather donatedblood tohelp
saveher. Theman wasastonishedandapologizedforhaving
tormented him. When myfather tellsme stories ofhis
childhood, he always says that though
Babawasadifficultman hegavehim themost impore tant
gift- the giftofeducation.He sent myfather tothe governe
ment high school tolearn Englishand receiveamodern
education rather than to amadrasa,even though asan
imam people critie cised him forthis. Babaalsogavehim
adeep loveoflearningand knowledgeaswellasakeen
awarenessofpeople'srights, which my father haspassed
ontome.Inmygrandfather'sFriday addresseshe  would
talkabout thepoor and thelandownersandhow true Islam
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isagainst feudalism.Healso spokePersian and Arabic and
cared deeply forwords. Heread thegreat poems
ofSaadi,Allama Igbal andRumitomyfatherwith suchpassion
.andfireitwasasifhewas teachingthewhole mosque
Myfather longedtobeeloquentwith avoice that boomed
out
with nostammer,andheknew
mygrandfatherdesperatelywanted him tobeadoctor, but
though hewas avery bright student and agifted poet,
hewaspoor atmaths and scienceand felthewasa
disappointment. That'swhy he decidedhewould make his
father proud by entering the district'sannual public
speakingcompetie tion. Everyonethoughthewasmad.
Histeachersandfriends triedtodissuadehim andhisfather
wasreluctanttowritethespeech for him.
ButeventuallyBabagavehim afinespeech,which myfather
practicedand practiced. He committed every word to
memory while walkinginthehills,recitingittothe
.skiesandbirds asthere wasnoprivacy intheir home
There wasnotmuch todointhe areawhere they Ilived
sowhen the day arrived there was ahuge gathering.
Other boys, someknown asgood speakers,gavetheir
speeches.Finallymyfather  wascalled forward.'Istood
atthelectern: hetold me, 'hands shaking and knees
knocking,soshort Icould barely seeover the top and
soterrifiedthefaceswere ablur.Mypalms were sweatingand
my mouth wasasdryaspaper: Hetried
desperatelynottothink about the
treacherousconsonantslyingahead  ofhim,just  waiting
totrip him upand stickinhisthroat, butwhen hespoke,
thewords came out fluently like
beautifulbutterfliestaking flightHis voicedid not boom
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likehisfather's,buthispassion shone through and ashe
.went onhegained confidence
Atthe endofthespeech there werecheers and
applause.Bestof all,ashewent uptocollect
thecupforfirstprize, hesawhisfather clappingand
enjoyingbeing patted onthe back bythose standing
around him. 'ltwas:hesays, 'thefirstthing I'd done that made
:him smile
After that my father entered every competition in the
district
Mygrandfatherwrote hisspeechesandhealmost
alwayscamefirst, gaining areputationlocally
asanimpressivespeaker.Myfather hadturned his
weaknessinto strength.For thefirst time Baba started
praisinghim infront ofothers. He'd boast, 'Ziauddin
'isaShaheen
afalcon - becausethis isacreaturethat flieshigh above -
other birds.'Write yourname as"ZiauddinShaheen"hetold
him.Fora whilemyfather didthisbutstoppedwhen
herealizedthat although afalcon flieshigh itisacruel bird.
Instead hejust calledhimself ZiauddinYousafzai,
ourclannam
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GrowingUpinaSchool

YMOTHER STARTED schoolwhen she
wassixandstopped
th@sameterm.Shewasunusualinthevillageas

S a father

.a otherswhoencouragedhertogotoschool
Shewastheonlygirlinaclassof boys.Shecarried
herbagofbooks proudlyinto school and claims

shewasbrighterthan theboys.But every dayshewould
leavebehind hergirlcousins playing athome and she envied
them. There seemed no point in going to school just toend
upcooking,cleaningand bringingup children,soone
dayshesold herbooks fornine annas, spent the money
onboiled sweets and never went back. Her fathersaid
nothing. Shesayshe didn't even notice, as_hewould
setoffearly every morning aftera
breakfastofcornbreadandcream,
hisGermanpistolstrappedunder his arm, and spend his
days busy with local politics or resolving feuds.
.Besideshehad sevenother childrentothink about

ltwasonlywhen shemetmyfather that shefeltregret.
Herewas aman who had read so many books, who wrote
her poems she could notread,andwhose
ambitionwastohavehisownschool.As his wife, she wanted
to help him achievethat. For aslong asmy father could
rememberithad been hisdream toopen aschool,but with
nofamily contactsormoney itwasextremelyhard forhim to
realise this dream. Hethought therewasnothingmore
important than
knowledge Herememberedhowmystifiedhehadbeenbyth
e riverinhisvillage,wonderingwhere thewater camefrom
andwent to,until helearned about thewater cyclefrom
.therain tothesea



Hisown villageschool had been just asmall building.Many
of
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hisclassesweretaught under atreeonthebare
ground.Therewere no toilets and the pupils went to the

fields to answer the call of nature.
Yethesayshewasactuallylucky.Hissisters -myaunts - did not
gotoschool atall,just likemillionsofgirlsinmycountry.
Education hadbeen agreat qiftforhim. Hebelievedthat
lackof educationwastheroot

ofallPakistan'sproblems.lgnoranceallowed
politicianstofoolpeople andbad administrators tobe
re-elected. He believedschoolingshould be availablefor
all,rich and poor, boys and girls. The school that myfather
dreamedofwould have desks and
alibrary,computers,bright posters on the walls and, most
important, washrooms

Mygrandfather had adifferent dream
forhisyoungestson - he longed for him to be adoctor -
and asone ofjust two sons, he expectedhim to contribute
to the household budget. Myfather's elder
brotherSaeed Ramzanhad worked foryears asateacher at
alocal school.He and his family lived with my grandfather,
and wheneverhesavedupenough ofhissalary,they built
asmall con- cretehujra at the side ofthe house  for
guests.He brought logs backfrom
themountainsforfirewood, andafterteachinghewould
work in the fields where our family had afewbuffaloes.He
alsohelped Babawithheavy taskslikeclearingsnow from
.theroof

When myfather wasofferedaplace
forhisALevelsatjehanzeb College,which isthebest further
educationinstitutioninSwat,my  grandfather refused
topayforhisliving expenses.Hisown educa+ tioninDelhi
hadbeen free-hehadlivedlikeatalibinthemosques, and local
people had providedthe studentswith food and clothes.
Tuition atJehanzebwasfreebutmyfather needed money
toliveon. Pakistandoesn't havestudent loans and hehad

never evensetfoot inabank.
ThecollegewasinSaiduSharif,thetwintownofMingora,
andhehad nofamily there withwhom hecould

stay.Therewasno other collegeinShangla,and ifhe didn't



goto college,hewould never beabletomove outofthevillage

.and realise hisdream
My father was at his wits' end and wept with frustration.
His
belovedmother had died just before he graduated from
.school

I AM  MALALA

He knewifshehad been alive,shewould have been on his
side. Hepleadedwith his father but tono avail.His only
hope washis
brother-in-lawinKarachi.Mygrandfathersuggestedthat
hemight takemyfather insohecould gotocollegethere.
Thecouple wouldsoon bearrivinginthevillageasthey
werecoming tooffercondoe lences aftermygrandmother's
.death

Myfather prayed they would agree, but my
grandfather asked them as soon  asthey
arrived,exhaustedafter the three-day bus journey,and
hisson-in-lawrefused outright.Mygrandfatherwas so
furioushe would not speak to them for their entire
stay.My father felthehadlosthischance andwould end
uplikehisbrother teaching in alocal school.The school
where Uncle Khan dada taught
wasinthemountainvillageofSewoor,about anhour and a
half's climb from their house. Itdidn't evenhaveitsown
building. Theyused thebighallinthemosque,where
theytaught more than ahundred childrenrangingfrom
fivetofifteenyearsold

The peoplein Sewoorwere Gujars,Kohistanisand
Mians.We regard Mians asnoble orlanded people,
butGujars and Kohistanis are what we call hilly
people,peasants who look after buffaloes. Their
childrenareusuallydirty and they arelooked down upon by
Pashtuns,even ifthey arepoor themselves.'They aredirty,
black  and stupid; people  would say.'Letthem
beilliterate:ltisoften said that teachersdon't like tobe



posted to such remote schoolsand
generallymakeadealwiththeir
colleaguessothatonlyoneofthem
hastogotoworkeachday.lftheschool

hastwoteachers,eachgoes inforthree daysand
signstheother in.Ifithasthree teachers,each
goesinforjusttwodays.Oncethere,
alltheydoiskeepthechildren quiet
withalongstickastheycannot imagineeducationwillbeany
.usetothem

My unclewas more dutiful. He likedthe hilly people
and respectedtheir tough lives.Sohewent totheschool
most daysand actuallytried toteach thechildren.After
myfather hadgraduated from school he had nothing to do
sohe volunteeredto help his
brother.Therehisluckchanged.Anotherofmyaunts
hadmarried
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aman in that village and they had arelativevisiting called
Nasir Pacha,who sawmyfather atwork. Nasir Pachahad
spent years in SaudiArabia workinginconstruction,making
money tosendback tohis family.Myfather told him hehad
just finishedschool and had won acollegeplace
atjehanzeb.Hedid notmentionhecould not

.affordtotakeitashedidnotwant toembarrasshisfather

.Why don'tyoucome andlivewith us?'asked Nasir Pacha'

Oof, Iwassohappy,byGod,; saysmyfather.Pacha’
andhiswife lajaibecamehis second family.Their home was
in SpalBandi,a beautifulmountain

villageonthewaytotheWhite Palace,and my father
describesitasaromantic and inspirational place. Hewent
there bybus, and itseemed sobigtohim compared tohis
home villagethat he thought he'd arrived in acity.As

aguest, he was treated
exceptionallywell.Jajaireplacedhislatemother asthemost
important woman inmyfather'slife. When
avillagercomplained to her that he was flirting with agirl
living across the road, she defendedhim.
.'Ziauddinisascleanasaneggwith nohair; shesaid
Look insteadtoyour own'
:daughter

ltwasinSpalBandi that myfather came across women who
had great freedomandwere nothidden

awayasinhisownvillage.The women ofSpal Bandi had
abeautiful spot on top ofthe moune tain where only they
could congregateto chat about their everye
daylives.ltwasunusualforwomen tohaveaspecial
placetomeet outside thehome. Itwasalsothere that
myfather methismentor Akbar Khan, who althoughhehad
notgone tocollegehimself lent my father money sohe
could. Likemymother,Akbar Khanmay not havehad much
ofaformal education,but he'hadanother kind
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ofwisdom.Myfather often spoke ofthe kindness ofAkbar

Khan and Nasir Pacha toillustratethat if youhelp
.someoneinneed you might alsoreceiveunexpectedaid

Myfather arrivedatcollegeatanimportant
momentinPakistan's history. Thatsummer,while
hewaswalkinginthe mountains,our
dictatorGeneralZiawaskilled inamysteriousplane crash,

which
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many peoplesaidwascaused byabomb hidden inacrate
ofmane goes.During myfather'sfirstterm atcollege
nationalelectionswere held, which were won by
BenazirBhutto,daughter ofthe prime ministerwho had
been executedwhen myfather wasaboy.Benazirwasour
firstfemaleprime ministerand the firstinthe Islamic
.world.Suddenlythere wasalotofoptimismabout thefuture
Studentorganizationswhich hadbeenbanned under

Ziabecame very active.Myfather
quicklygotinvolvedinstudent politics and becameknown
asatalented speakerand debater.He wasmade
generalsecretary ofthePakhtoonStudents

Federation(PSF),which wanted equal rights for
Pashtuns. The most important jobs in the army,
bureaucracyand government are alltaken byPunjabis

becausetheycome from thebiggestandmost
.powerfulprovince
Theother mainstudent organisationwaslslami
JJamaat-e-Talaba
thestudent wing ofthereligiousparty
lamaat-e-Islami,which was powerfulinmany

universitiesinPakistan. Theyprovidedfreetexte books
andgrants tostudentsbut held deeply intolerantviews and

theirfavoritepastimewastopatrol
universitiesandsabotagemusic concerts.Theparty
hadbeen closetoGeneralZiaand done badly inthe
elections. Thepresidentofthe students'group injJehanzeb
Collegewaslhsan ul-Hag Hagqgani.Thoughheand myfather
were great rivals, they admired each other and later
becamefriends. Haqgqganisaysheissuremyfather  would

havebeen presidentofthe PSFand
becomeapoliticianifhehad been from arichkhan fame
ily.Studentpolitics wasallabout debatingand

.Charisma,butparty politics requiredmoney
One oftheir most heated debates in that first year
wasover a novel. Thebook wascalled TheSatanic
VersesbySalman Rushdie, and itwasaparody ofthe lifeofthe



Prophet,PBUH, setinBome bay.Muslimswidely
considereditblasphemous and itprovoked somuch
outrage that itseemed people were talking oflittle else.
Theodd  thing wasnoonehad even noticed the
publicationofthe book to start with - itwasn't actuallyon
sale in Pakistan- but then aseries ofarticles

appearedinUrdu newspapersbyamullah
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close  toour intelligenceservice,beratingthe book
asoffensiveto the Prophet, PBUH,and saying itwas the
duty ofgood Muslims to protest. Soon mullahs allover
Pakistan were denouncing the book, calling
forittobebanned, and angry demonstrations were held.
The mostviolent took place in Islamabad on 12 February
when Americanflagsweresetalight infront,1989
oftheAmerican Centre - even though Rushdieand his
publisherswere British. Police fired into the crowd,
andfive people were killed. The anger wasn'tjust
inPakistan.Twodayslater AyatollahKhomeini, the supreme
leader of lIran, issued afatwa calling for Rushdie's

.assassination

Myfather's collegeheld aheated debate inapacked room.
Many

studentsargued that the book should bebanned and
burned and thefatwa upheld. Myfather alsosawthe book
asoffensivetolslam but suggested:'First, let'sread
thebook and then whyoutrespond with our own book:
Heended byasking inathundering voicemy grandfather
would have been proud of,'lIslslam such aweak relie
gionthat itcannot tolerate abook written against it?

''Notmylslam

For the first fewyears after graduating from Jehanzebmy
father worked asanEnglishteacher inawell-knownprivate
college.But thesalary waslow, justl,600rupees amonth
(around£12),andmy grandfather complainedhewasnot

contributing tothehousehold. ltwasalsonotenough

forhimtosavefortheweddinghehoped for

.tohisbelovedTorPekai
Oneofmyfather'scolleaguesattheschool washisfriend
*Moham

madNaeem Khan.Heandmyfather hadstudied

fortheirbachelors and

master'sdegreesinEnglishtogetherand wereboth

passionate about education.Theywere alsoboth
frustrated asthe school was verystrict and



unimaginative.Neither thestudentsnortheteachers
weresupposedtohavetheir ownopinions,and
theowners'control wassotight they even frownedupon
friendshipbetweenteachers. Myfather longed for the
freedomthat would come with running his own school.He

wantedto encourage independent thought

and hatedthe waytheschool
hewasatrewardedobedienceabove open-mindedness
andcreativity. Sowhen Naeemlosthisjobaftera dispute with
thecollegeadministration, they decidedtostart their own
.school

Their originalplan was to open aschool in my father's

village
ofShahpur,where there was adesperateneed: 'Like ashop
in @ communitywhere there arenoshops; hesaid.Butwhen
they went there tolook forabuilding,there
werebannerseverywhereadvere tising aschool opening-
someonehad beaten them toit.Sothey
decidedtosetupanEnglish-languageschool
inMingora,thinking that since Swatwasatourist
destinationthere would beademand
forlearninginEnglish

As myfather was still teaching,Naeem wandered the
streets lookingforsomewheretorent. One dayhecalled
myfather excite edly to sayhadfound the ideal place. Itwas
theground floor of atwo-storeybuildinginawell-off
areacalledLandikaswithawalled  courtyard where
studentscould gather.The previoustenants had alsorun
aschool -theRamadaSchool.Theowner hadcalleditthat
becausehe had once been to Turkeyand seen
aRamadaHotel! But theschool had gone bankrupt,
which perhaps should have made them think twice.
Also the building was on the banks of ariver where people
.threw their rubbish and itsmelt foul in hot weather

Myfather wenttoseethe buildingafter work. Itwas
aperfect



night withstars andafullmoon justabovethetrees,which

hetook tobeasign.'lfeltsohappy;herecalls.'Mydream
wascoming true: Naeen and myfather investedtheir
entire savingsof60,000rupees. They

borrowed30,000rupees more to repaint the builde ing,
rented ashack across the road tolivein and went from door

todoor trying

tofindstudents.UnfortunatelythedemandforEng e
lishtuition turnedouttobelow,andthere
wereunexpecteddrains on their
income.Myfather'sinvolvementin  politicaldiscussions
continued after college.Every dayhis

fellowactivistscame tothe shackortheschool forlunch.
'I'Wecan'taffordallthisentertaining
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Naeem wouldcomplain.itwasalsobecomingclearthat
whilethey werebest friends,they found ithard towork
.asbusinesspartners

On topofthat, there wasastream ofguests from
Shanglanow thatmyfatherhadaplaceforthem
tostay.WePashtunscannot
turnawayrelativesorfriends,howeverinconvenient.
Wedon't respectprivacy andthere is nosuchthing asmaking
anappointmenttosee someone.Visitorscanturn
upwhenevertheywish and canstayas long astheywant.
ltwasanightmareforsomeonetrying tostart a businessand
itdrove Naeem todistraction. Hejoked tomyfather that
ifeither ofthem had relatives to stay,they shouldpayafine.
Myfather kepttrying to persuade Naeem'sfriendsand
Ifamily to staysohecould befined too

After threemonths Naeem had had
enough.'Wearesupposed tobecollectingmoney
inenrolment fees.lnstead theonlypeople knocking on
our doors arebeggars!This isaHerculean task; he
‘ladded. 'lcan'ttake anymore
Bythistimethetwoformer friendswerehardly
speakingtoeach other and had tocallinlocalelders

tomediate.Myfather wasdese perate not togiveup the
school soagreed topayNaeem areturn on his share ofthe
investment. He hadno idea how. Fortunately another
old college friend called Hidayatullah stepped in and
agreed toputupthemoney and take Naeem'splace.
Thenewparte ners again went from door todoor, telling
people they had started anewkind ofschool. Myfather
issocharismaticthat Hidayatullah saysheisthekind
ofperson who,if invited toyourhouse, willmake friends
with your friends.Butwhile people were happy totalk to

him, they preferredtosend their
.childrentoestablishedschools
Theynameditthe KhushalSchool after one

ofmyfather's great heroes, Khushal Khan Khattak, the
warrior poet from Akorajust south ofSwat, who tried to



unify all Pashtun tribes against the Moghulsin the
seventeenth century.Near theentrance they
paintedamotto: we ARE COMMITTED TO BUILD FOR YOU THE.
CALL oF THE New ERA.Myfather alsodesignedashield with a
famous quote from  KhattakinPashto:'lgirtmysword
inthename

ofAfghan honour:Myfather wanted ustobeinspiredbyour
great hero, but in amanner fitfor our times - with pens, not
swords. JustasKhattakhad wantedthePashtunstounite
against aforeign enemy,soweneeded tounite
.againstignorance
Unfortunately notmany people were convinced.
When the school opened they hadjust three students.

Even somy father insisted onstarting
thedayinstylebysinging thenationalanthem. Then
hisnephewAziz,who had come tohelp, raised the Pakistan
flag
With sofewstudents,they had little money toequip the
school

and soonranoutofcredit. Neither man could getanymoney
from their families,and Hidayatullahwas not pleased to
discoverthat my father was stillin debt tolots ofpeople
from college,sothey were alwaysreceivingletters

.demandingmoney
There was worse in store when my father went to register

the
school.After being made towaitforhours,
hewasfinallyushered into the officeofasuperintendent
ofschools,who satbehind towe ering piles

offilessurrounded byhangers-on drinking tea. 'What kind
ofschool isthis?' asked theofficial,laughingathis applica-
tion. 'How manyteachersdo you have? Three! Your
teachersare not trained.Everyonethinks theycanopen

aschool justlikethat!" Theother peopleintheoffice
laughedalong, ridiculinghim. My father wasangry.it
wasclear the superintendent wanted money.

Pashtunscannot standanyone belittlingthem, nor



washeabout to payabribe forsomethinghewasentitled
to.Heand Hidayatullahhardly had money topayforfood,
letalone bribes. Thegoing rateforregistrationwasabout
13,000 rupees, more ifthey thoughtyou wererich.And
schoolswereexpectedtotreatofficials regularlytoa good
lunch ofchickenortrout from theriver.Theeducationofficer
would calltoarrange aninspectionthen giveadetailedorder

for

hislunch. Myfather usedtogrumble,'We'reaschool
notapoultry
far
'm

Sowhen theofficialangled forabribe, myfather turned
onhim with allthe forceofhisyears ofdebating.'why areyou

asking all
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these
questions?'hedemanded.'Amlinanofficeoramlinapolice
station or acourt? Am lacriminal?’
Hedecidedtochallengethe officialstoprotect otherschool
owners  from suchbullyingandcore ruption.Heknew
thattodothisheneeded some power ofhisown, sohejoined
anorganisationcalled the SwatAssociationofPrivate
Schools. Itwas smallinthose days,just fifteen members,and
.my father quickly becamevicepresident

The other principals took paying bribes for granted,
but my father argued thatifalltheschools joined
.togethertheycould resist
Running aschoolisnot acrime: hetold them. 'Why >
shouldyou bepaying bribes? Youarenot
runningbrothels;you areeducating children!
Government officialsare not your bosses: he reminded
them; 'they areyour servants.They aretaking salaries and
:have to serveyou.Youaretheoneseducatingtheirchildren

Hesoon becamepresidentofthe organisation and
expandedit until itincluded400 principals.Suddenlythe
schoolowners were in aposition ofpower. Butmyfather has
always been aromantic rather than abusinessman and
in the meantime heand Hidayate ullah were insuch
desperatestraits that they ran outofcredit with the local
shopkeeper and could not even buy tea orsugar. Totry and
boost their income they ran atuck shop atschool, going offin
the mornings and buying snacks toselltothe
children.Myfather would buy maizeand stay up late at
.night making and bagging popcorn

lwould getvery depressedand sometimes'
collapseseeing the problemsallaround us:said
Hidayatullah, (butwhen Ziauddinis

:inacrisishebecomesstrong and hisspirits high
My fatherinsisted that they needed to think big. One
day Hidayatullah came back from trying to enrollpupils to
find my father sitting inthe officetalking about
advertisingwith the localhead ofPakistanTV.Assoon asthe



man had gone, Hidayatullah burst
intolaughter.'Ziauddin,wedon't evenhaveaTV:hepointed
out.<Ilfweadvertisewewon'tbeabletowatch it:Butmyfather

.san optimisticman and never deterredbypracticalities

One day myfather told Hidayatullahhewas going back
tohis villageforafewdays.Hewasactuallygetting
married,buthedidn't tellanyofhisfriends
inMingoraashecould not  affordtoentertain them. Our
weddingsgoon forseveraldays offeasting.Infact, as my
mother often reminds my father,he was not present for
the actual ceremony. Hewasonly there forthe Ilast
day,when family members held aQuran and ashawl over
their heads and held a mirror forthem tolook into. Formany
couplesinarrangedmare riages this isthe firsttime they
seeeach other's faces.Asmall boywasbroughttositontheir
lapstoencouragethebirth ofason

It isour tradition forthe bride to receivefurniture

orperhaps
afridge from her familyand some gold from the
groom'sfamily. Mygrandfather would not buy enough
gold somy father had to borrow more money

tobuybangles.Aftertheweddingmymother moved
inwithmygrandfatherandmyuncle.Myfather returnedto
thevillageevery twoorthree weeks
toseeher.Theplanwastoget hisschool goingthen,

onceitwassuccessful,send forhiswife.But Baba kept
complaining about the drain on his income and made
my mother'slifemiserable.Shehad alittle money ofher
own so they wused ittohire avanand shemoved
toMingora.Theyhad noideahow they would
manage.'Wejust knewmyfather didn't want usthere:
saidmyfather.~t that time Iwasunhappywith myfame« ily,

:butlater Iwasgratefulasitmade memore independent

Hehad

howeverneglectedtotellhispartner.Hidayatullah was
horrifiedwhen myfather returnedtoMingorawith



awife.'We're notinapositiontosupport afamily;hetold
"?myfather.'Where will shelive

:1t'sOK; repliedmyfather.'Shewillcook andwash forus'

Mymother wasexcitedtobeinMingora.Toher itwasamod-e
erntown. When sheandherfriends had discussedtheir
dreams as young girls bythe river, most had just saidthey
wanted tomarry and have children and cookfortheir
husbands.When itwas my mother'sturn
shesaid,'lwanttoliveinthecityandbeabletosend out for
,kebabs and naan instead of cookingit myself: However
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lifewasn't quite what sheexpected.Theshack had just
tworooms, one where Hidayatullahand myfather slept
and one which wasa small
office.Therewasnokitchen,noplumbing.When mymother
arrived,Hidayatullah had to move into the officeand
.Sleep on a hard woodenchair

Myfather consultedmy mother on everything.'Pekai,
helpme resolvemyconfusiononthis: hewould say.
Sheevenhelped whitee wash the school
walls,holdingupthelanternssothey could paint when
.thelightwent offinpower cuts

Ziauddin wasa family man and they were unusually’
close; said Hidayatullah.'While most ofuscan't livewith
:our wives, he couldn'tbewithouthis

Within afewmonths mymother
,wasexpecting.Theirfirstchild

born in1995,wasagirland stillborn.'lthink there wassome
probe lem with  hygieneinthat muddy place;
saysmyfather. 'lassumed women could givebirth
withoutgoing tohospital,asmymother and mysisters had
inthevillage.Mymother gavebirth totenchils dren inthis

:way
Theschool continuedtolosemoney.Monthswould
passandthey
could notpaytheteachers'wagesortheschool rent.
Thegoldsmith kept coming and demanding hismoney
formymother'swedding bangles.Myfatherwould

makehimgood teaandofferhim biscuits in the hope that
would keep him satisfied.Hidayatullahlaughed
Youthink hewillbehappy with tea?Hewants'

:hismoney
Thesituationbecamesodirethatmyfather wasforced
tosellthe gold bangles.Inour culture
Weddingjewelryisabond betweenthe couple. Often
womenselltheir jewelryto help set up their
husbandsinbusinessortopaytheir farestogoabroad.

Mymother had already offered her banglestopay for my
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father's nephewto gotocollege,which myfather had rashly

cedtofund - f - myfather in el
SherKhan had steppedin-and she did not realise the
bangleswere only partly paid for.Shewas then furious
when she learned that my father did not get agood price
forthem

Justwhen itseemed matters could not getworse, the area
was hit byflash floods.There wasadaywhen itdid not stop
raining andinthelateafternoonthere
wasawarningofflooding.Everyone had to leave the
district.Mymother was away and Hidayatullah needed
myfather tohelphim moveeverythinguptothefirstfloor,
safefrom thefast-risingwaters,buthecouldn'tfindhim
anywhere. Hewent
outside,shouting'Ziauddin,Ziauddin!'Thesearch
almostcost Hidayatullah his life. The narrowstreet
outside the school wastotally floodedand hewassoon

uptohisneck inwater. There wereliveelectric
cableshanginglooseand swayinginthewind. He
watchedparalyzedwith fearastheyalmost

touchedthewater. Had they doneso,hewould havebeen
.electrocuted
When hefinallyfound myfather,helearned that hehad
heard a woman crying that herhusbandwastrapped
intheir house andhe had rushed into savehim. Then

hehelped them savetheir fridge.
Hidayatullahwasfurious.'Yousavedthiswoman'shusband
butnot your ownhouse!"

'‘?hesaid.'Wasitbecauseofthecryofawoman

When thewaters receded,theyfound their home
eandschool des

troyed:their furniture, carpets,books, clothes and the
audio syse tem entirelycaked inthick foul-smellingmud.
Theyhad nowhereto sleep and no clean clothes tochange
into. Luckily,aneighborcalled Mr.Aman-ud-din took them
inforthenight. Ittook thema weektoclearthedebris.
Theywereboth awaywhen, tendayslater, there was asecond
flood and the buildingagain filled with mud. Shortly
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afterwardsthey had avisitfrom anofficialofWAPDA, the

V d

rigged and demandedabribe. When myfather
refused,abillarrived with alarge fine. There was no way
they could pay this so my father asked
.oneofhispoliticalfriends tousehisinfluence
ltstarted to feelasthough the school wasnot meant
tobe,but myfather would notgiveuponhisdream soeasily.
Besides,hehad afamily toprovidefor.lwasborn onl2
July1997.Mymother was helped byaneighborwho had
deliveredbabiesbefore.Myfather was in the school
waitingand when he heard the news he came

running.Mymother wasworriedabouttelling

himhehadadaughter notason,buthesayshelooked
.intomyeyesandwasdelighted

Malala wasaluckygirl;saysHidayatullah.'When'

:shewasborn our luckchanged
But notimmediately.On Pakistan'sfiftiethanniversary
on 14
August 1997 there wereparades and commemorations
through-e outthe country.However,myfather and
hisfriends saidthere was nothing tocelebrateasSwathad
only sufferedsince ithad merged with Pakistan. They
woreblack  armbands to protest, sayingthe
celebrationswerefornothing,andwerearrested.Theyhadto
.paya finethey couldnot afford
Afewmonths after Iwasborn thethree rooms above
theschool becamevacant and weallmoved in. Thewalls
were concreteand there wasrunning water
soitwasanimprovementonour muddy shack,but wewere
stillvery cramped aswewere sharing itwith Hidayatullah
and we almost alwayshad guests.That firstschool
wasamixed primaryschool andvery small.Bythetime
Iwasborn ithad fiveor sixteachersand around ahundred
pupils paying a hundred rupees amonth. Myfather
wasteacher,accountant and principal. He alsoswept the
floors,whitewashed the walls and cleanedthe

bathrooms. He used to climb up electricitypoles to hang
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bannersadvertisingtheschool, eventhough hewassoafraid
ofheights that when hegottothe top oftheladder
hisfeetshook. If thewater pumpstoppedworking,hewould
godown thewellto repair ithimself.When Isawhim
disappeardown there Iwould cry, thinking he wouldn't
come back. After payingthe rent and salaries,there
waslittle money leftforfood. Wedrank greenteaas wecould
notaffordmilk forregular tea.Butafterawhiletheschool
started tobreak even and myfather began toplan asecond
school, which hewanted tocalltheMalala
.EducationAcademy
lhad therun ofthe school asmyplayground.Myfather
tellsme even before Icould talk Iwould toddle into
classesand talkasifl wasateacher.Some ofthe female
stafflikecMiss Ulfatwould pick

meupand put meontheir lapasiflwastheir petoreventakeme
home withthem forawhile. When Iwasthree orfour
lIwasplaced inclassesformuch older children.lused
tositinwonder,listening to everythingthey were being
taught. Sometimeslwould mimictheteachers.Youcould
.saylgrewupinaschool

Asmyfather hadfound with Naeem,itisnot
easytomixbusie ness and
friendship.EventuallyHidayatullahleftto start his own
school and they divided the students,each taking two
ofthe four
years. Theydidnottelltheir pupilsasthey wanted people
tothink
theschool
wasexpandingandhadtwobuildings. ThoughHidayate
ullah and my father were not speakingatthat time,
.Hidayatullah missed mesomuch heused tovisitme

ltwas while he was visiting one afternoon in
September2001 that there was agreat commotion and
other people started arrive ing. They said there had been
abig attack on abuilding in New York.Twoplanes hadflown
into it.lIwasonlyfour andtooyoung
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tounderstand.Evenfortheadults itwashard
toimagine-thebige gestbuildingsinSwatarethehospitaland
ahotel,which aretwoor three storeys.ltseemed
veryfaraway.lhadnoideawhat NewYork
andAmericawere.Theschool wasmyworld andmyworld
wasthe school.Wedid not realise then that 9/11would

change our world too,andwould bring warinto ourvalley
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4
TheVillag
e

a@elebrationcalled Woma (which means

NIUR TRADITION  ontheseventhdayofachild'slifewehave

venth')forfamily, friends and neighbourstocome and
admire thenewborn.My parents had not held
oneformebecausethey could not affordthe goat and
riceneeded tofeedtheguests, and mygrandfatherwould
nothelpthem outbecauselwasnotaboy.When
mybrotherscame along andBabawanted topay,myfather
refused ashehadn't done
thisforme.ButBabawastheonlygrandfatherlhadasmymothe
r's father haddiedbefore Iwasborn
andwebecameclose.Myparents say | have qualities of
both grandfathers - humorous and wise
likemymother'sfather andvocal likemyfather's father!
Babahad grown softand white-bearded inhis oldageand
lloved going to
.visithim inthevillage
Wheneverhesawmehewould greet me with asong
ashewas stillconcerned about the sadmeaningofmyname
and wanted to lend some happinesstoit:"MalalaMaiwand
walada.Patooljehan ke dakhushala da; he sang. 'Malala
iIsofMaiwandand she'sthe happiestperson inthewhole
:world

We alwayswent to the village for the Eid holidays.Wewould
dress inourfinestclothes andpileintotheFlying Coach,
aminibus with brightlypainted panels and janglingchains,
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and drive north toBarkana,our family village

inShangla.Eidhappenstwiceayear

Eidul-Fitr orSmallEid'marks the end ofthe -
Ramadanfasting

month, and Eid ul-Azhaor 'BigEid' commemorates the
Prophet

Abraham'sreadinesstosacrificehis sonlsmail toGod.
Thedates
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ofthe feastsareannouncedbyaspecial panel ofclerics
who watch forthe appearanceofthe
crescentmoon. Assoon asweheard the
.broadcastontheradio, wesetoff

Thenight beforewehardly sleptbecausewewere
soexcited.The journey usually took about fivehours
aslong asthe road had not been washed away by
rains or landslides,and the FlyingCoach left early in
the morning. We struggled to Mingora bus station,
our bagsladen with giftsforour family- embroidered
shawlsand boxes ofrose and
pistachiosweetsaswellasmedicine they could not
getinthe village.Some people took sacks ofsugar and
flour, and most ofthe baggagewastied to the top
ofthe bus in atowe ering pile. Then wecrammed in,
fightingover the windowseats even though the
panes were soencrustedwith dirt itwashard to see
out ofthem. The sides ofSwatbuses arepainted with
scenes ofbright pink and yellow
flowers,neon-orange tigers and snowy
mountains. Mybrotherslikeditifwegotonewith
F-16fighterjets ornuclear missiles,though myfather
saidifour politicianshadn't spent somuch money
onbuildinganatomic bomb wemight have had
.enough forschools

Wedrove outofthe bazaar,past the grinning red
mouth signs

for dentists,the carts stacked with wooden cages
crammed with beady-eyedwhite chickenswith
scarlet beaks,and jewelrystores with
windowsfullofgold weddingbangles.Thelast
fewshops as weheaded north
outofMingorawerewoodenshacks that seemed
tolean oneachother, infront ofwhich
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werepilesofreconditioned tyres forthebadroads
ahead. Thenwewereonthemain roadbuilt bythe
lastwali,which followsthe wide SwatRiver
ontheleftand hugs the cliffstothe right with their
emeraldmines. Overlooking the riverwere tourist
restaurants with bigglass windowswehad never
been to.On the road wepassed dusty-faced
childrenbent double with
hugebundlesofgrassontheir backs and men leading
flocksofshaggygoatsthat wanderedhither
.andthither
Aswedrove on,the landscapechangedtopaddy
fieldsofdeep lush green that smelt so fresh and
orchards of apricot and fi

trees. Occasionallywe passedsmall marble works
over streams which ran milky white with the
discharge of chemicals.This made myfathercross.
'‘Look atwhat these criminalsare doing to pollute our
beautifulvalley;healwayssaid. Theroad leftthe river
and wound up through narrow passesover steep
fir-cladheights, higher and higher,until our ears
popped. On top ofsome ofthe peaks were ruins where
vulturescircled,the remainsofforts built bythe
firstwali. Thebus strainedand labored,thedriver
cursing astrucks overtookuson blind bends with
steep drops below.My brothers loved this, and they
would taunt me and my mother by
pointingoutthewreckageofvehiclesonthemountainsi
.de

Finallywemade ituponto
SkyTurn,thegatewaytoShanglaTop amountain
passwhich feelsasifit'son top oftheworld.Upthere
wewere higherthan the rocky peaks allaround
us.Inthe fardistance wecould seethesnows
ofMalamjabba,ourskiresort. Bythe roadsidewere

fresh springs and waterfalls,and when westopped
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for abreak and to drink some tea, the airwas clean
and fragrant with cedar andpine.Webreatheditinto
ourlungsgreedily.Shangla isallmountain,
mountain, mountain and just asmall sky.After
thistheroad winds backdown forawhile then
followsthe Ghwurban River and peters out into
arocky trackTheonlywaytocross the river isbyrope
bridges or on apulley system bywhich people swing
themselvesacross in ametal box.
Foreignerscallthem suicide

.bridgesbutwelovedthem
Ifyou lookatamap ofSwatyou'll see itisone long valley
with
littlevalleyswecalldaraeofftothesideslikethebranche
sofatree. Our villagelies about halfwayalong on
the east. It'sin the Kana dara, which
isenclosedbycraggy mountain wallsand sonarrow
there isnot even room fora cricket ground. Wecall
our village Shahpur,but really there
isanecklaceofthree villagesalong the bottom ofthe
valley - Shahpur,the biggest; Barkana,where my
father grew up; and Karshat, which iswhere
mymother lived. At either end isahuge mountain -
Tor Ghar, the Black Mountain

tothesouth, and SpinGhar,theWhite
.Mountain,tothenorth

Weusually
stayedinBarkanaatmygrandfather'shouse, where
myfather grewup.Likealmost allthehouses

inthearea,itwasflate roofed and made ofstone and

mud. Ipreferredstaying inKarshat with mycousins

onmymaternalsidebecausethey had aconcrete

house with abathroomandthere

werelotsofchildrentoplaywith. Mymother and

Istayed inthe women'squarters downstairs.The
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women spent their dayslookingafter the
childrenand preparing food to serve to the men in
their hujra upstairs.Islept with my cousins Aneesa
and Sumbulin aroom which had aclock in the shape

ofamosqueand acabinet
onthewallcontainingarifleand somepackets ofhair
.dye
Inthevillage thedaystarted earlyand evenl,who
liked tosleep late,wokewith thesound

ofcockscrowingandtheclatter ofdishes as the
women = prepared breakfastfor the men. In the
morning the sun reflectedoffthe top ofTorGhar;
when wegotup forthe fajr prayers,the first ofour
fivedaily prayers,wewould look Ileft and seethe
golden peak ofSpin Ghar litwith the first raysofthe
sun like awhite lady wearingajumar tika - agold

.chain on her forehead
Often rain would then come towash
everythingclean, and the clouds would linger
onthegreen terracesofthehillswhere people
grewradishesandwalnut trees.Dotted
aroundwerehives ofbees. llovedthegloopy honey,
which weatewith walnuts.Down onthe
riverattheKarshatendwerewaterbuffaloes.Therewas
alsoashed
withawoodenwaterwheelprovidingpower toturn
hugemillstones togrind wheat andmaize
intoflour,which young boyswould then pour
intosacks. Nexttothat wasasmaller shed
containingapanel with
aconfusionofwiressproutingfrom
it.Thevillagereceivedno electricityfrom
thegovernmentsomany villagersgottheir power
from these makeshifthydroelectricprojects
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Asthedaywent onand thesunclimbedhigher
inthesky,more

and moreofthe White Mountainwould bebathed
ingolden sun. Then aseveningcame itfellin
shadowasthe sunmoved up the

lack Mountain. We timedour prayers by the
shadow on the mountains.When thesunhitacertain
rock, weused tosayour asr orafternoonprayers. Then
intheevening,when thewhite peak of Spin Ghar was
even more beautifulthan in the morning, wesaid
the makkam oreveningprayers.Youcould seethe
White Moune tain from everywhere,and myfather
told me heused tothink of itasasymbol ofpeace forour
land, awhite flagatthe end ofour valley.When hewas
achild hethought this small valley was the entire
world andthat if anyone wentbeyond thepoint where
either mountain kissed thesky,they would falloff
Thoughlhad beenborn in acity,Ishared my
father's love of nature. lloved the rich soil,the
greennessofthe plants, the crops, the buffaloesand
the yellow butterflies that fluttered about me
aslwalked.Thevillage was very poor, but when we
arrived our extendedfamily would layonabigfeast.
There would bebowls of chicken,rice, local
spinachand spicy mutton, allcooked over the
firebythe women,followedbyplates ofcrunchy
apples, slicesof yellow cake and abigkettle ofmilky
tea.None ofthe childrenhad toysorbooks. Theboys
played cricket inagully and even theball wasmade
.from plastic bagstiedtogetherwith elasticbands
The villagewas aforgotten place. Water
wascarried from the spring. Thefewconcretehouses
had been built byfamilies whose sonsorfathers had
gone south towork inthe mines ortotheGulf, from
where they sent money home. There areforty
millionsofus Pashtuns, of which ten million live
outside our homeland. My father saiditwassadthat
theycould never return astheyneeded to keep
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workingtomaintain their families'new
lifestyle.There weremany familieswith nomen.
Theywould visit onlyonceayear,and usually
.anewbabywould arrive nine months later
Scatteredupanddown thehillsthere werehouses
made ofwattle and daub, like my grandfather's,
and these often collapsedwhen there were floods.
Children sometimesfroze to death in winter.
Therewasnohospital.Only Shahpurhad aclinic,
andifanyone fell illintheother villagesthey
hadtobecarried there bytheir relatives

on awoodenframe which wejokinglycalled the
ShanglaAmbu-« lance. Ifitwasanythingserious they
would have tomake thelong busjourney to
Mingoraunless they were lucky enough to know
.someonewith acar

Usuallypoliticiansonly visited during

electiontime, promising roads, electricity, clean
water and schools and giving money and
generatorstoinfluentiallocal people wecalled
stakeholders,who would instruct their
communities on how tovote. Ofcourse
thisonlyapplied tothe men; women inour area don't
vote.Then they disappeared offto Islamabadifthey
were elected to the National
Assembly,orPeshawarforthe
ProvincialAssembly,andwe'dhear nomore ofthem
.ortheir promises

Mycousins madefunofmeformycityways.l
didnotlikegoing barefoot.lread books and Ihad
adifferentaccent and used slang expressions from
Mingora.Myclotheswere oftenfrom shops and
nothome-madeliketheirs. Myrelativeswould
askme,'Would you liketo cook chickenforus?' and
I'dsay,'No, the chickenisinnoe cent. Weshould
notkillher: Theythought Iwasmodern because
Icame from town. They didnot realise people from
Islamabador
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.evenPeshawarwould think meverybackward
Sometimeswewent uptothe mountains and
sometimesdown tothe river on family trips.
ltwasabigstream, toodeep and fast tocross when the
snows melted insummer.Theboys wouldfish using
earthworms threaded likebeads on astring
hangingfrom a longstick. Some ofthem
whistled,believingthis would attract the fish. They
weren'tparticularly tasty fish. Their mouthswere
very rough and horny. Wecalled themchaqwartee.
Sometimesagroup ofgirlswould godown
totheriverforapicnic withpotsofriceand sherbet.Our
favoritegamewas'weddings:Wewould getintotwo
groups,each supposedtobeafamily,then each
familywould have tobetroth agirlsowecould
performamarriageceremony.Everye onewanted
meintheir family aslwasfrom Mingoraandmodern.
Themost beautifulgirlwasTanzela,and weoften
gaveher tothe other group sowecould then haveher
.asour bride
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