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Critical applied linguistics (CALx)
is “an area of work that deals with
language use in professional
settings, translation, speech
pathology, literacy, and language
education” (Pennycook, Y00), P.
2). CALx goes beyond being mere
application of linguistics knowledge
to the settings mentioned; but,
rather, it is an interdisciplinary
domain of work that draws, without
being dependent, on disciplines
such as sociology, education,
anthropology, cultural studies and
psychology (Pennycook, 2001).
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CALx is distinguished from
mainstream applied linguistics in
the sense that it transcends the mere
application of linguistic knowledge
to the domain of language teaching
and second language acquisition:
CALx questions issues of power
and social inequality with a view to

raise awareness and,
simultaneously, to avoid the pitfall
of modernist notion of

emancipation. (Pennycook, 2001)
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Ultimately, CALx stems from a line
of thinking within the social
sciences known as ‘Critical Theory’
(CT) (Waters, n.d.). CT is squarely
grounded in the Marxist principles
of political analysis of social and
cultural structures which see the
world-life as being beset with
injustices and power imbalances
(Browne, 2006). The exercise of
hegemony by more powerful
constituencies (businesses,
government and others) renders
these constituencies’ relationships
with the underdogs exploitive and
domineering. The Frankfurt School
and other Neo-Marxists thinkers as
Adorno, Horkheimer, Walter
Benjamin, Erich Fromm, Herbert
Marcuse and Jirgen Habermas, in
their western tradition, have
included more complex
understandings of the Marxist
concept of ideology with regards to
the  psychoanalysis  of  the
subconscious, popular culture and
forms of political control, and the
shaping of thinking by some forms
of positivism and rationalism
(Pennycook, 2001).
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As
language,

thinking is mediated via
then any symbolic
engagement with questions of
inequality, injustice, rights, and
wrongs in the social world avails
itself of CALx. CALx, with its
problematization trend, is seen to
play a major role in alleviating the
pains of hegemony and, further, in
changing the status quo (Poster,
1989 as cited in Pennycook, 2001).
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Changing the status quo is thought
to be a fantasy or, at best, a
patronizing endeavour if
“problematizing of the givens”
(Troudi, 2003) is not exercised.
Contrary to modernist narratives
and the Critical Theory that offer
“an alternative, higher version of
rationality” (Dean, Y993 as cited in
Pennycook, 2001), CALx is
restively seeking to question the
taken for granted; to turn a skeptical
eye on every naturalized
assumption, notion or idea (Dean,
1994 as cited in Pennycook, 2001).
The stable ground of an alternative
truth is not sought according to
CALx, but rather the questioning of
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the meanings and things maintained
by everyday categories such as
language, learning, communication,
literacy, assessment and others
(Pennycook, 2001). Proponents of
CALx believe it is essential to
practice self-reflexivity as well to
avoid projecting this line of
thinking as a new orthodoxy when
prescribing procedures and
proposing preferred futures; in
other words, cautions are raised
against falling in the trap of the
‘troubling modernist grandiosity’
(Pennycook, Y00)).
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In relating aspects of applied |l o 80 Aol G Lo §
linguistics  to  broader social, | | fclayl YAl el ikl
cultural and political domains,

CALx looks critically at the areas
of
language

literacy, teaching,

language
planning, language rights, discourse

language
testing,

analysis, translation, and workplace
settings. of
power, disparity, desire, differences

Questions access,
and resistance are central when
relating the micro to the macro in
the process of textual/contextual
treatment.
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Translating performability which | z&Y) sale)” (e JSA3 Al 5 dea il 400
consists of ‘reproducing ; .. - P :
. .. o ¢ (DNRGITE S ) B WS | B> W K A

linguistically the “performability” Sle-sdl) oa " 254
of the text’ (Bassnett-McGuire, (GENSERARIT
1985, p. 90).
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(Ali, 2007) 4esiicial) cilathiaally 4aid ¥
Equivalence: 38\l
Aecthetic Function of Language: 421 aleall 44, 5l
Affective meaning: s 5l (Jixall
Alliteration: A\giwy!
Associations: <be |l
Communication: el Jay/Juasy!
Conceptual meaning: s saill izl
Connotations: el JOUs/lelsy)
Contrastive analysis: Ll Jalasl)
Contrastive linguistics: H&l 42 ale
correspondence: (il
Covert translation: 48l des jill/ jlaayl das 5
Cultural adaptaion: 2l Cau<il)
Cultural approximation: 48l &, jaal)
Cultural context: o3&l (sl
Cultural equivalence: A&l Jalaill
Culture: 43

Culture-specific words:aima 48l Lalall Gl
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Differentiation: xil

Discourse:waall

Domain:Jssll

Dynamic equivalence:satuall Jaladll
Emotive: ible

Equivalence: Jaaill

Form: 4aall /JSA)

Formal equivalence: s sxill/ ASE Jaladl)
Formal language: 4syadll/Aten Hll 4271
Function:ak 5l

Functional equivalence: (& sl Jaadll
Functional translation:iuus sl s il
Genre: Y Guiall

Implicature: (sl

Interlingual translation: <l Gu des 5
Interpretation:aseddll das yill
Interpretation: il

Intersemiotic translation:as ye ) alaill (s daa il

Intralingual translation: (41 Ja13 Zalalall das 5l
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Lexical equivalence: 3l _iall/ qenzall Jalaill

Lexical meaning: seazall izl

Linguistic equivalence:cs s> Jalaill

Linguistics: <L s 1Yaxl ole

Machine translation:4d¥! des yill

Metalingual (metalinguistic) Function of Language:42lb 22l i dals
Modality: (Yl sl

Original Text: L) (=1l

Overt translation: (Asa_rall das jill) jlela¥) das 5

Pragmatics: 4axleall/amsl HAll/cilhalaxll

Pun: 4,53

Referent: J sl

Register: 4alall 4271

Rephrasing: 4eluall 3alc |

Semantic and communicative translation:idbai¥l 4as il A0Vl daa 5l
Semantics:AYall ale

Skopos theory: 4 gl 4, ykas

Source language: suasll 42l

Source text: yadll (il
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Speech community:(4x 1) <3S aaina
Target language:—sa¢l) 421

Target text:—sagl) (a3l

Tenses:axie )l guall

Text function: (=4l 44l 5

Textual context: =l Gl

Textual equivalence: el Jalxill
Translating:4es il 4ilee
Translation:d_y_adll das il
Translation equivalence:4es ill & (Jilall/gidaill) Jatal)
Translation methods:des Al (&3
Translation purpose:iex il (3 (s 2!l
Translation shifts:des il C3l&
Translation strategy: 4ea il 4l yiul

Untranslatability: 4es 5ll Ll aae
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